WHY DO WE PRAY?

In Ezekiel 22: 30 is recorded a time in which the Lord God articulates through the prophet the sins and failings of the nation of Israel. He is poised to bring judgment on the land, and the anguish of His heart is that there is no one to "stand in the gap," to stand before the Lord on behalf of the land. Though He finds no one at the time and judgment is released upon the land, this is a prophetic picture that later would be completed in the work of Jesus Christ upon the cross, the one Man Who would stand effectively before God on behalf of the people of the earth.
This posture of standing before the Lord God on behalf of other people is the essence of intercession. It is the ongo​ing work of Jesus, even as He is in the presence of God today." We as His people, His Bride, are being summoned by the Spirit of God to join with Jesus Christ in this labor of intercession. We are invited to stand as His partners in the priestly minis​try of holding the nations before the throne of God, that He might pour out His mercy instead of His wrath upon human beings. 

Because this is so, it is imperative that we have a clear understanding of the heart of God concerning intercessory prayer, so that we might fulfill our destiny as His people with maximum effectiveness and joy. Before we do this though, we must begin to move away from false perceptions about prayer and consider some prevalent-but inaccurate-ideas about intercession. 

Certain kinds of "prophetic acts" are often part of the practice of spiritual mapping, such as administering salt to river waters that flow through a city or marching around cer​tain geographical areas with musical instruments such as rams' horns and tambourines." In some cases, efforts are put forth to address the demonic principalities and powers that have authority over a particular city or region, although this has become a less frequent practice in recent years. John Paul Jackson, in his helpful book entitled "Needless Casualties of War, "6 demonstrated that this activity can be very damaging to those who involve themselves in it. 

This kind of prayer has had significant and measurable effect in cities all over the world. George Otis, Jr., a well-​known student of church growth and revival, has produced two videos, both entitled Transformations? that give objective and observable evidence of the impact of city-wide prayer based on this methodology. 

In this method of prayer, however, there is a danger that the continual focus on an area's sinfulness and the spiritual forces of darkness behind the problems may have a negative impact on intercessors. There has emerged in many places a sense of overwhelming fatigue and even despair that are grip​ping numerous prayer warriors, and I am convinced that much of it may come from focusing on the wrong things. When the focus of prayer is consistently placed on what is wrong in an area, we tend to develop eyes that see only the corruption, and we may lose our sense of the beautiful. 

We were created to become what we behold, and God's intention is that we gaze on the beauty of His Son, Jesus Christ, and become like Him in the process. Then, in the context of intimacy with Jesus, filled with His Spirit of com​passionate power, we will begin to accompany Him as He visits the cities of earth and brings the restoration of all things to the will of the Father, one person at a time. 

