praying Prayers of Great Release

Acts 12:1-17

It was Herod's intention to bind up Peter so that there could be no escape. This single prisoner was guarded by sixteen solders and was "kept" in prison but the church entered into unceasing prayer over the situation. The word used here in the Greek for "unceasing prayer" is made up of two words meaning "to stretch out." It is the word from which we get the English word "tension." 

To stretch out in prayer; to move with a "tension" in the prayer activity is not an easy, relaxed prayer position it is as if the mighty prayer of the saints made the spirit realm hum and vibrate like a stretched out band of rubber! It is prayer that determines to make things happen and to change the parameters of the situation.

The saints praying in Mary's house knew very well that Herod had a clear intention to bring Peter before the people after Passover. They knew that deliverance in the natural was unlikely and probably not possible, but they prayed anyway apparently not intending to stop until they had definite evidence that something had happened.

These saints knew that they could change physical reality by prayer power and by stretching out in prayer intensity. They believed that the actual situations of reality could be impacted and literally changed in a real-time situation. they were praying over a local situation not a distant one; over one of their own and not a foreigner. They expected God to answer in a real and immediate way.

They were totally unaware of the fad that God had already begun to move in the situation. There was no word of knowledge# no angelic activity to tell them to stop praying; no evidence came from heaven that God was on the move until Peter actually turned up at the gate. It took even Peter, who was actually involved in the angelic deliv​erance, some time to realize that what the angel did was real (verse 9).

Heavenly activity was actually creating a new reality on the Earth, in response to the insistent “stretched out” prayer of the saints, so that even the prayers were taken by surprise (verse 15).

What encouragement to us to continue to stretch out in prayer over the nations and the future purposes of God for our immediate areas, in full and vibrant faith that God is even now recreating reality to cause our “Peter” to turn up at our gate!

