Shaking The Foundations

Acts 16:6-34

this story tells of Paul's invasion of the Macedonian area  and of all the events that took place as he proceeded pow​erfu1ly towards his breakthrough. 

There are several principles that can be identified here: 

· God is the architect of all genuine spiritual invasion. 

Paul has a vision (verse 9) in which a man calls him to Macedonia. It is this confidence that he is in the plan of God that gives muscle to his faith in the time of cri​sis. Without that clarity of conviction we can be dis​tressed in the battle.

· There is no invasion of a securely held territory of the enemy without some dimension of warfare. The enemy always resists penetration. Even though events have been planned by God from the foundation of the world, there will still be attempts by the enemy to dis​suade and defeat us in the execution of God's plan.

· God always has individuals who are divine connec​tions for the furtherance of his purpose inside the ter​ritory of the enemy even before we arrive to blast through with the will of God. When Joshua and his men arrive in the Land of Promise, he sends out spies to bring a report of the condition of the great city of Jericho, the doorway to ultimate victory. The spies find that God already has an ally planted deep in enemy territory. The “Rahab Reality’ as reported by the harlot was that “the terror of you has fallen on us and. all the inhabitants of the land are fainthearted because of you” (Joshua 2:1-9). Lydia is in Phillipi with a heart opened to hear the things of God. She opens her house to Paul and Silas.

· The power of God works with his servants to demolish the stronghold-S of the enemy to accomplish the pene​tration of the territory. Paul casts out a demon that attempts a cunning strategy to cause trouble for them by proclaiming the truth of their cause. This spirit of divination or familiar, psychic spirit is attempting to pollute the purity of their invasion by trying to deceive them into accepting demonic help in their cause. The demon speaks truth but the spirit and motive is defiled. There is no accurate invasion without a commitment to purity.

Paul and Silas are beaten with rods and thrown in jail in the city of  Philipi. They are put into the inner prison and fastened in the stocks (chains, manacles and handcuffs fastened to the stonework of the wall). It is here that they release their greatest weapon. At midnight, the hour that represented the worst point of the crisis, they begin to release governmental prayer and to sing high praises within the prison:

Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two edged sword in their hand,

To execute vengeance on the nations, and punishments on the peoples;

To bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron;

To execute on them the written judgment — this honor have all His saints.

Psalms 149:6-9

They were right where God wanted them — within the very stronghold of the enemy. 

Their prayer and praise, their revelation and faith release the awesome power of Cod that blasts right into demonic territory and shakes the foundations of the jail. this is more than a natural earthquake because the shaking opens all the prison doors and supernaturally unlocks all the chains of all the prisoners. The whole city is broken and salvation is released to the jailer and his entire household. Even the magistrates who had beaten Paul pleading with him to depart the city peacefully. The power of the prince over Phillipi is destroyed and he comes humbling himself to the governmental power of released through the apostle Paul and prophet Silas.

Our faith, revelation, prayer, and praise are still as strong and vital to the work of God as it was in the days of book of Acts. Let us consider these things and con​tinue battle for His purpose.

