Foreword

Apostolic Move of Cod is taking firm hold in the Earth, bringing renewal and reformation to the very foundation structures of the local churches and to the mentalities and internal attitudes of the Body of Christ. Fresh revelation for Relevant 21st century faith positions is pouring forth from the Word, as the apostles and prophets of the Church bring insight instruction and present-truth revelation to the Church.

No longer is the Church bound in mediocrity with a spirit of defeat and complacency. There is arising in this generation the realization that we have unclothed our​selves from the Saul mentalities of the past and taken on the fresh, vigorous Davidic spirit of the present day. We are positioned for battle against all opposing forces of darkness and now, equipped with the finishing spirit of the apostolic “sent” mentality, we are poised to bring the ages to an ultimate end.

Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.”

John 4:34

Governmental prayer is the clearest expression of the warfare of the Apostolic Move of God. It expresses the mentality and the irresistible position of people committed to Reformation.

We call this type of prayer “governmental” because it truly declares to the principalities and powers of the camp of the enemy the heart of the apostolic impartation in the Church.

The apostolic brings to the Church the spiritual posi​tion of dominion and rulership manifested forth in execu​tive Kingdom action in the Earth. Like Peter declaring in Acts 2:16, “This is what was spoken by the prophet Joel.. governmental, apostolic prayer seeks to bring into open manifestation all that was prophetically discerned and declared in the Earth for the Church. It is prayer that is inextricably linked to the will of God not the desires of man. It is designed to service the eternal will of God for the Earth and is content with nothing less than open mani​festation revealed in clear executive action by the Church in our time.

Governmental prayer is breakthrough prayer. It is authoritative because it is based on prophetic discernment of His will. It is filled with prophetic utterance and apos​tolic decrees; it is the spoken word of God’s power filling the Earth. It has momentum and spiritual force. It blasts the territories of the enemy with its prevailing light and faith. It will be content with nothing less than the absolute finish of all of God’s purposes for the Earth.

The LORD of hosts has sworn, saying, “Surely, as I have thought, so it shall come to pass, and as I have pur​posed, so it shall stand;
That I will break the Assyrian in My land, and on My mountains tread him underfoot Then his yoke shall be removed from them, and his burden roved from their shoulder.
This is the purpose that is purposed against the whole earth, and this is the hand that is stretched out over all the nations.”

Isaiah 14:24-26

The heart-cry governmental prayer is that all the nations will bow to the acknowledgement that Jesus is Lord .this prayer creates an outward-looking mentality in the church. it prevail in the spirit of Jesus’ last command that we should go all nations and instruct them in the  law of the Lord. ( matthew 28:18-20). 
The activity of governmental prayer breaks the mental imprisonment of a religious church and breathes back into the Body of Christ the unlimited expectation and the sense of dramatic destiny of the apostolic church.

This book is presented as both an instructional guide and a prayer tool. The sections are deliberately short so rat you can read and study it in discrete bits until a full understanding of the patterns of governmental prayer axe developed.

It can be used in the prayer ministry for corporate exhortation before prayer is made, to infuse the prayer time with the spirit of the apostolic.

My prayer is that as you read and study this material that great impartation takes place within you (Romans LU) and that you will take your rightful position in the great victorious warfare of the Church today as we tri​umphantly call the ages to an ultimate end.                                                                               

—Dr. Noel Woodroffe
Part 1
The Breakthrough Factor

Chapter 1
The Prayer of Powerful Command

Matthew 21:19-22

Jesus is traveling from Bethany to Jerusalem and finds a barren fig tree that cannot satisfy his needs. He speaks powerfully and directly to the fig tree which immediately begins to wither away. Its source of life and its supply immediately ceases to function.

This tree represents anything that opposes, resists, and does not flow with the timing and requirements of the Kingdom of God at any point in time. We are told in Mark 11:13 that it was not yet the time for figs when Jesus made Its incredible demand. In the natural order it was not yet the time for productivity and birthing but in the Spirit there was a legitimate “now” demand from Jesus for fruit.

Sometimes the requirement of the Spirit is far ahead of the natural order of productivity in the Earth. The position of the governmental prayer is always aligned with the spiritual demand of the Lord. The tree may represent human mentalities that oppose the work of the Lord, or even demonic strategies that resist the Kingdom and insist that there be no fruit, when from heaven, the Lord calls for action, operations, and Kingdom-advancing works in the earth.
Jesus neutralized the tree completely. He caused it to cease to exist. in the illustrative application He completely broke the power of the resistance and made it impotent.

But more important he makes a clear statement that we have the same power and responsibility.

So Jesus answered and said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but also if you say to this moun​tain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ it will be done.”

Matthew 21:21

He encourages us to operate by the exact same principles he did in the situation. He even indicates that we can be more adventurous and speak to mountains also.

The disciples marvelled at the tree; Jesus offers them the mountain also. Buried in His words is a challenge that faith when once activated in the heart and expressing itself in powerful command, contains within itself the trigger to take it to progressively higher and higher levels of mani​fest operation. The principle is that as we exercise our faith at tree-withering level, that we will advance to moun​tain-moving level. There is advance and progress in the exercise and power of Governmental prayer.

Be removed and be cast into the sea....” Jesus iden​tifies this direct, powerful command as prayer. Our com​mand to the tree and the mountain is an indirect asking of God. There is an invisible link between the two realms. The authoritative spoken command of faith to actual circum​stances in the natural realm is only the other side of a depen​dent, requesting heart before God in the spiritual realm. This is the inner technology of the prayer of command.

These things do not move by our own power, but as we operate as an agent of God in issuing a direct com​mand, the power of the Spirit engages to bring it to pass.

Chapter 2
Impact of Prophetic

Governmental Praying

2 Chronicles 32:1-23

This is the story of Hezekiah who represents in his kingdom, the power and activity of a powerful reforming He does several reforming works in Jerusalem:

· Hezekiah cleanses the Temple and carries out the rubbish from the Holy Place 
(2 Chronicles 29:5).

· He destroys the Pharisee spirit that has invaded the church with tradition and disobedience.

· He restores the worship in the prophetic tradition of David and sets the service of the house of the Lord in order (2 Chronicles 29:35).

· He reinstates proper financial principles in the house of the Lord and for four months the people bring in the offerings.

· He establishes storehouses and introduces proper

fiscal management and provision for the order of priesthood.

He did these things with all his heart so God caused him to prosper 
(2 Chronicles 31:21). This is the activity of present-truth, reforming apostolic church.

The attacks of the enemy come “After these deeds of faithfulness.” Hezekiah does not sit still! He stops up the enemy’s water and cuts off his life supply (verse 4); he builds up the wall and constructs extra walls within the stronghold (verse 5); he brings divine order to the house in leadership (verse 6) and speaks words of positive faith to the people (verses 7,8).

The environment of an apostolic reforming church is one of continual intimidation and threat from the enemy. He hates the deeds of faithfulness and will challenge con​tinued progress and success in any way possible. For Sen​nacherib (a type for Satan) Hezekiah had the answer.

Both the king and the prophet go on the attack, they pray and call on God together. There is something abso​lutely explosive in the joining of the prophetic and apos​tolic mantle. It releases the breakthrough1 governmental power of the Spirit in the affairs of the Kingdom in the Earth. Satan has tried with all his might to rob the Church of the release and recognition of these gifts as part of the arsenal of the present-day end-time Church. It has been taught in religious schools of learning that they have dis​appeared from the modem Church, showing up only in the Book of Acts as part of the beginnings of the Church in the Earth. In doing this, satan has tried to rob the Church of the explosiveness of strength that will carry it through to the finish of all things.
The prophetic and governmental dimension of their prayer brings instant, aggressive and direct heavenly response. God sends an angel that cuts down every mighty man of valor in the enemy’s camp This is the victory-strength of the reforming church It is now ours to possess!

Chapter 3

“When God Hears"
2 Samuel 22:1-51
Here David records the incredible impact and result of prayer that has been heard by God. It is important that we determine to pray prayers that breakthrough to the level of divine response, and not stay only on the religious level of prayer activity for activity sake. This record by David should excite us to remain at that place in prayer. Let us identify sev​eral principles demonstrated here in this situation:

The Power of a Divine Response

It was clear that God had responded to David; he was absolutely no doubt about this. The heavens and the earth shook and the voice of God was clearly heard. God stirred, God moved and hidden things were uncovered (verse 16). God was seen upon the wings of the wind (verse 11); in other words the resulting situations that developed after the prayer was heard made it clear that God had become involved in the matter. We must remem​ber that the inevitable results in the natural that we see after we pray are only the outer clothing of awesome movements of God in the realm of the Spirit in response to our urgent prayer.
God Responds According to the King's Character

This is a very powerful truth here. Even after David's prayer is heard by God and God has moved towards him there is still another factor that conditions the situation. “The Lord rewarded me according to my righteousness.” Our prevailing constant attitude to the Lord, His work and His purpose will be a major factor in the quality of the response from God. It is absolutely vital that we keep our motiva​tions pure and our attitude righteous. It is according to our “cleanness in His eyes” that he rewards us (verse 25).
Expect a strength Impartation

When Cod hears our corporate prayer He responds not only on a corporate level but on a personal level as well. We may legitimately extend our personal faith to expect a major impartation to us from Cod personally in the midst of corporate governmental prayer. Our “running against a troop” and “leaping over a wall” capability will be dramatically increased. God will make our feet like the feet of deer and set us upon our ordained high places.

We Are Empowered to Destroy Spiritual Enemies

When God answers, we win ultimate battles. The released strength of God makes every baffle an incident of total annihilation. We beat our spiritual enemies as Brie as the dust of the earth (verse 43). We defeat them beyond the possibility of their rising. This is a description of total victory.

We Are increased in Territorial Power

In the midst of corporate peace (verse 44), God con​firms our headship position over the nations. Demonic kings come cringing from their strongholds and submit as soon as our prayer impact reaches them. As soon as they hear, they obey (verse 45); God is our tower!

The king’s cry reaches a crescendo of proclamation and praise as he ends the battle in a complete demonstration of the power and ascendancy of the Lord over the principalities and powers. This is the way God shows His mercy to us.

Chapter 4

praying Prayers of Great Release

Acts 12:1-17

It was Herod's intention to bind up Peter so that there could be no escape. This single prisoner was guarded by sixteen solders and was "kept" in prison but the church entered into unceasing prayer over the situation. The word used here in the Greek for "unceasing prayer" is made up of two words meaning "to stretch out." It is the word from which we get the English word "tension." 

To stretch out in prayer; to move with a "tension" in the prayer activity is not an easy, relaxed prayer position it is as if the mighty prayer of the saints made the spirit realm hum and vibrate like a stretched out band of rubber! It is prayer that determines to make things happen and to change the parameters of the situation.

The saints praying in Mary's house knew very well that Herod had a clear intention to bring Peter before the people after Passover. They knew that deliverance in the natural was unlikely and probably not possible, but they prayed anyway apparently not intending to stop until they had definite evidence that something had happened.

These saints knew that they could change physical reality by prayer power and by stretching out in prayer intensity. They believed that the actual situations of reality could be impacted and literally changed in a real-time situation. they were praying over a local situation not a distant one; over one of their own and not a foreigner. They expected God to answer in a real and immediate way.

They were totally unaware of the fad that God had already begun to move in the situation. There was no word of knowledge# no angelic activity to tell them to stop praying; no evidence came from heaven that God was on the move until Peter actually turned up at the gate. It took even Peter, who was actually involved in the angelic deliv​erance, some time to realize that what the angel did was real (verse 9).

Heavenly activity was actually creating a new reality on the Earth, in response to the insistent “stretched out” prayer of the saints, so that even the prayers were taken by surprise (verse 15).

What encouragement to us to continue to stretch out in prayer over the nations and the future purposes of God for our immediate areas, in full and vibrant faith that God is even now recreating reality to cause our “Peter” to turn up at our gate!
Chapter 5
Shaking The Foundations

Acts 16:6-34

this story tells of Paul's invasion of the Macedonian area  and of all the events that took place as he proceeded pow​erfu1ly towards his breakthrough. 

There are several principles that can be identified here: 

· God is the architect of all genuine spiritual invasion. 

Paul has a vision (verse 9) in which a man calls him to Macedonia. It is this confidence that he is in the plan of God that gives muscle to his faith in the time of cri​sis. Without that clarity of conviction we can be dis​tressed in the battle.
· There is no invasion of a securely held territory of the enemy without some dimension of warfare. The enemy always resists penetration. Even though events have been planned by God from the foundation of the world, there will still be attempts by the enemy to dis​suade and defeat us in the execution of God's plan.
· God always has individuals who are divine connec​tions for the furtherance of his purpose inside the ter​ritory of the enemy even before we arrive to blast through with the will of God. When Joshua and his men arrive in the Land of Promise, he sends out spies to bring a report of the condition of the great city of Jericho, the doorway to ultimate victory. The spies find that God already has an ally planted deep in enemy territory. The “Rahab Reality’ as reported by the harlot was that “the terror of you has fallen on us and. all the inhabitants of the land are fainthearted because of you” (Joshua 2:1-9). Lydia is in Phillipi with a heart opened to hear the things of God. She opens her house to Paul and Silas.

· The power of God works with his servants to demolish the stronghold-S of the enemy to accomplish the pene​tration of the territory. Paul casts out a demon that attempts a cunning strategy to cause trouble for them by proclaiming the truth of their cause. This spirit of divination or familiar, psychic spirit is attempting to pollute the purity of their invasion by trying to deceive them into accepting demonic help in their cause. The demon speaks truth but the spirit and motive is defiled. There is no accurate invasion without a commitment to purity.

Paul and Silas are beaten with rods and thrown in jail in the city of  Philipi. They are put into the inner prison and fastened in the stocks (chains, manacles and handcuffs fastened to the stonework of the wall). It is here that they release their greatest weapon. At midnight, the hour that represented the worst point of the crisis, they begin to release governmental prayer and to sing high praises within the prison:

Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two edged sword in their hand,

To execute vengeance on the nations, and punishments on the peoples;

To bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron;
To execute on them the written judgment — this honor have all His saints.

Psalms 149:6-9

They were right where God wanted them — within the very stronghold of the enemy. 

Their prayer and praise, their revelation and faith release the awesome power of Cod that blasts right into demonic territory and shakes the foundations of the jail. this is more than a natural earthquake because the shaking opens all the prison doors and supernaturally unlocks all the chains of all the prisoners. The whole city is broken and salvation is released to the jailer and his entire household. Even the magistrates who had beaten Paul pleading with him to depart the city peacefully. The power of the prince over Phillipi is destroyed and he comes humbling himself to the governmental power of released through the apostle Paul and prophet Silas.

Our faith, revelation, prayer, and praise are still as strong and vital to the work of God as it was in the days of book of Acts. Let us consider these things and con​tinue battle for His purpose.

Chapter 6
Giving Him No Rest Until...
Isaiah 61:11; 62:1-7

The incredible principle of sowing and reaping is applica​ble in the Word of God to every realm and level of human activity in the Earth. This is not only a principle for finance but it is a foundational principle for the conduct of a spirit​ energized life.

In Isaiah 61:11, the Lord promises that righteousness and praise will spring forth in the Earth before all the nations. This is a prophetic promise of a high-profile manifestation of the effectiveness and glorious power of the Church in the Earth. This prophetic word must come to pass. We may wonder about the methodology of its manifestation but we know beyond the shadow of a doubt that it describes conditions in the Earth that will eventually be made fully real. Just as inevitably the Earth produces buds and the garden grows so does the will and purpose of God come forth in the tide of human affairs in the Earth.
But the dynamic is that something has to be sown in the Earth first. The garden causes the things that are sown in it to spring forth. Only what is first planted will spring forth. God describes the end product in the Earth - right​eousness and praise before all nations, but then reveals a secret to the end product He desires. There has to be a human partnership and a definite input from His children in the Earth in line with His desired end product. We have to sow righteousness and praise before nations if we have to reap of the same kind.

Our Kingdom activity is necessary and real. It must be conducted in the realm of prophetic power and under​standing of the ultimate intent of God. We fight and war in the nations with demonic "bulls" because we have dis​cerned the purpose and will of God. 

Keys are given in Isaiah 62. The activator to the future glorious state of Zion is a people that will not hold their peace and will not rest for Jerusalem's (Church) sake until there is a realization of what the Lord has promised - her righteousness going forth as brightness. 

The future state of a glorious Church existing power​fully in the Earth realm is the result of great prayer efforts by "watchmen" on the walls, who shall never be silent and will give Him no rest until He makes His promise a living reality. They "make mention" of the Lord. This is not casual activity. "Make mention" is the word zachar (Hebrew): to bring strongly to mind; to write down, record or mark so as not to forget; to keep constantly in the mind. 

This is ordained prayer. The watchmen have been "set" on the walls. They hold their position in the face of demonic intrusions because they have been ordained by God. Their authority is not assumed, it has been legiti​mately given. The prevailing persistence of their cry pro​vides a straight line in the spirit along which the activities of the Kingdom move. They will give Him no rest until He actually moves to accomplish the task. The high level of cooperation here between the intent of God and the human activity of the Church in the Earth is exhilarating. Men in prayer work with God to accomplish cosmic goals. 

There is a clear connection here between the prevail​ing, wisdom-filled, prophetically activated prayer of the saints and the execution of the ultimate purposes of God in the Earth. Our prayer is important and makes an eternal difference as we fight on for God. 

Part 2

The Prophetic

and Apostolic Dimension
Chapter 7

Why We Must Make Decrees
Mark 11:12-14, 21-26
A governmental decree is a speaking forth with faith and power from human lips upon the Earth what God has previously ordained from eternity past. 

Jesus demonstrates the power of words by speaking to the fig tree, cleansing the Temple and declaring it to be a place of strong prayer for all nations and then putting it all together in a powerful release of prayer revelation. There are four (4) things we must observe: 

• It Starts With God (verse 22) 

Another translation is "have the God kind of faith" or let God's faith be your example. God is creative; he causes things to be. To pray governmentally we must operate in strong creative faith in bringing forth things that have not been yet seen in the Earth. 

• The Power of the Decree in Prayer (verse 23) 

Jesus is not talking about a petition or a request. He moves this prayer pattern into the realm of decree and command. Whoever says (the Greek word here is literally "command") will have what he verbalizes. This is not so much a speaking to God as a speaking to the thing to be moved - 
• The Need for Faith in Your Own Speaking (verse 23) 

Governmental prayer people must believe in the effectiveness of their own speaking. Deep in our own heart we must believe that we speak accurately in the things of God. We must believe within ourselves that the things that we say will be birthed into the Earth. We oper​ate in the creative power of God. 
· Requirement for Purity in Person and Relationships (verses 25,26) 

Governmental prayer requires strict purity in person, motive and relationships. The biblical law is that our standing before God depends on our standing with others. If we do not forgive, the Father will not forgive us. 

In this season God is returning apostolic impact and apostolic impartation to the Church as He prepares us for the final advance to the end. It is thus a time of spiritual building, not of physical structures but of accuracy in the divine purposes for the Earth and in the complete assur​ance of our ability to walk perfectly in the mind of God. Apostolic ministries are here, releasing from the Spirit the ultimate design of the end-time Church. Paul, the pattern apostle, described himself as a "wise master-builder" (1 Corinthians 3:10).
The book of Ezra contains within it spiritual princi​ples for the release of the inner technology of the building grace of the apostolic anointing. Cyrus, who is an apos​tolic type in the Old Testament foreshadowing the spiritual reality of the New, receives a command from the Lord to go forth and build the house of the Lord in Jerusalem. This is a day of restoration and reformation set in place by Cyrus, as the builders are released out of Babylonian bondage to return in freedom and with resources to build again the fallen Temple. The book also contains insights into the strategies of the hosts of Satan, as they mobilize to disrupt the active process of building in the city. The "Zerubbabel 

Why We Must Make Decrees 

Company" steadfastly perseveres, breaking all the oppositions of the enemy until the work is completed.
But more important than all of these is the reality revealed in Ezra, that the inner energy of the entire build​ing activity comes from the decrees that are uttered both :,y the people of God and the agents of Satan. The Book of Ezra is a warfare of decrees. The issue concerns which decree will stand. In the end it is the decree of Darius released in agreement with the earlier decrees of Cyrus :hat causes the work to be finished (Ezra 6). The day of building is the day of strong decrees. This is the heart of powerful governmental prayer. 

Micah 7:11 says, "In the day when your walls are to be built; in that day the decree shall go far and wide." Another translation is, "the boundary shall be extended." The related ideas of apostolic building, extending boundaries and the urgent and penetrative release of the decrees of governmen​tal prayer are all linked here. 

Chapter 8
Discerning the Right Season
Matthew 16:1-3 
Jesus has another of his famous confrontations with the Pharisees. You can discern the signs of the weather in nat​ural things, he says, but you are blind concerning discerning the season in spiritual things.
The Pharisee spirit within the Church seeks to blind the Church to the powerful discernment of the spiritual seasons of its existence. It tries to bind the Church into the limitation of natural thinking because there is a powerful accuracy and a confidence that comes to the believers when they begin to discern the season of their existence.
In Luke 12, Jesus speaks of many things. He discourses on the correct mentality for a righteous life (verses 22-34), and the necessity for seeking the Kingdom first before any​thing else; He talks about the power of an expectant spirit in producing vigilance and endurance in spiritual activity (verses 35-40); He talks about the power of right action and the blessing of the steward who provides for the household in the proper season, and also of the foolish steward who is unaware of the day of his master's return. Everything here hinges on the understanding of and the correct discernment of the season. Because they do not discern this time, they do not judge what is right (verses 56-59). 
In 1 Chronicles 12:32, the sons of Issachar "who had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do" became part of David's army to elevate him to the throne of Israel. So it is in our generation today. Part of the Kingdom force for establishment of the Lord in the Earth is the proper and correct discernment of the times. There is a strong evident relationship between the under​standing of the times and the operational force of right works within the season. Issachar could "do" because he "knew. "
This is our day and hour for aggressive advance and a joyful thrust into maturity and establishment. It is a time to achieve new faith levels for international expansion and demonstrations of spiritual authority across the nations of the Earth. 

To walk with authority in the right season is to have understood the nature of reality. Ecclesiastes 3:1, says that there is a time for every purpose under heaven. Each occurrence has its allocated time. Reality is structured sequentially by God, who is the Maker of all. "He has made everything beautiful in its time" (Ecclesiastes 3:11). All of the factors for full success are present in abundant supply within the context of the accurate discerning of the season.
The governmental prayer must have eagles' eyes searching out from afar the minute movements of God in the midst of this apostolic and prophetic season on the Earth. Only then can he know what to do, how to ask effectively, how to decree into the situations in which we live and bring the Kingdom forcefully in. 

Let the accuracy of our season give our prayer war​fare force, endurance and Kingdom joy. This is the day and the hour! 

Chapter 9

Praying in God's Global Purpose
Isaiah 14:24-27 

The direction of the maturing Church as we effectively. come into the full measure of the manhood stature of Christ (Ephesians 4:13) is to be able to discern and accurately move in the co-ordinated global purpose of God for the "whole Earth." God's hand is stretched over"all the nations." God's purposes are never half-baked or partial. He is perfect and complete and everything that issues forth from Him is also perfect and complete. 
The Church may not yet have achieved the breadth of insight and vision that gives us the capability to discern the single, coherent divine plan for the Earth, but the Word tells us that His intent is the total destruction of satanic power in the whole Earth. He will break the Assyrian (rep​resenting satanic power), tread him underfoot, and remove :he burden and the yoke. This is what is clearly written in the Word of the Lord. 
We need to understand that a clear purpose of God will inevitably come to pass. Verse 24 says, "as I have purposed so shall it stand." Job 42:2 says, "1 know that you can do everything; no purpose of Yours can be withheld from you." It is part of the nature of God that everything that He has identified as clear purpose will come into manifestation in spite of human doubt, resistance, or demonic appositions.
The purposes of God have been ordained from the beginning before the formation of the Earth. They have been in the mind of God before there were principalities and powers in the heavens placed to hinder the will of God. They flow from God's resident authority as Head over all the Creation. There is nothing in the heavens above or in the earth beneath that can stop the final mani​festation of every purpose of God. 
God's purposes have a timetable. There is a manifes​tation time built into every purpose of God, a set time when it will begin to manifest and come to pass
To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven.

 Ecclesiastes 3:1 

I said in my heart, "God shall judge the righteous and the wicked, for there is a time there for every purpose and for every work." Ecclesiastes 3:17 

It is then absolutely essential that the praying saints in the Earth not only be confidently aware that the final vic​tory is completely assured, but also recognize the need to be accurate in the purposes of God. Accuracy for discerning the time of a purpose of God comes from the Holy Spirit who alone knows the times in the mind of God. Holy Spirit energized governmental prayer in tongues (groaning or words which cannot be uttered in articulate speech) leads us to unlock powerful moments in the unfolding purpose of God.
We can be led into effective spiritual prospering as we hear the current voice of the Spirit and are called as an apos​tolic church to be shaped and to spiritually labor according to the revealed purpose of God. 

Chapter 10
Prayer for Apostolic Release
Luke 10:1,2
These verses clearly indicate that Jesus is operating in the context of an apostolic dimension. "After these things …" He appointed seventy others "also." Here is a clear reference to the events in Chapter 9 which begins with the calling and commissioning of the twelve apostles. He calls his "disciples" in Matthew 9:1, and His "apostles" return in Matthew 9:10. 
The word "also" in Matthew 10:1 indicates that Jesus is continuing in the same context He was operating of Chapter 9, that is, releasing and sending out apostolic-type ministry. 
The word "appointed" is also very important. It is a different word from the one used in 1 Corinthians 12:28, for example. Here this word means: to lift up and to exhibit, to proclaim to a high position, to upgrade into a higher function. There is a clear association of the action of Jesus here with the release of a higher and more effective function of ministry in order to accomplish the work he wants done in the cities.
 It is important to note that these seventy that Jesus sent out here are distinct and separate from the twelve special "apostles of the Lamb" who are released in Chapter 9.
in fact these seventy are not apostles at all, but are sent out under the same mandate and with the same words of ~ease spoken by Jesus over the original twelve. Seventy is the number of complete fulfilling and so these seventy dis​ciples represent the fullness of the Church with the apostolic dimension or the "sent" spirit operating within it. The heart of Christ is not just simply for apostles to be released but for an apostolic church to come forth in the Earth to bring the fullest manifestation of Kingdom power to a dying world. 
These seventy apostolic people are sent out two by two creating a network of simultaneous ministry operating over a wide area as Jesus hits the demonic structures in many places all at one time. This is a great strategy of attack. We know that this method is strategic on the part of Jesus because the Word says he sent them out into the cities where He Himself was about to go. It is clear that this release of the seventy was not just simply sending out preachers but it was a release of an upgraded, proclaimed ministry directed in a strategic attack formation against demonic structures with a clear intent to precede the personal appearance of Jesus Himself in these specific cities to mop up the enemy completely.
Our prayer for the sending out of these "laborers" or "apostolic-release ministry" must be in this context of a strategically released force operating strictly within the mandate, will, and accurate desire of Jesus Himself to pen​etrate divinely selected areas with the power and authority of the Lord. Our prayer is to release such ministry into the great harvest of the Earth. 

Chapter 11
Penetrating a Territory
Acts 19 

This is perhaps the classic and most ideal pattern of apos​tolic penetration of demonic territory for the establishing of a fortress in the spirit for the Lord. The heart of apostolic activity is the building of something that had not existed before, so that a platform can be created for the immediate O-1"1d future expansion of the purposes of God in that area. Let's identify six important areas of Paul's classic penetration.
The Impact of the Holy Spirit (verses 1-7) 

The Holy Spirit is the helper John 14:16,26). Paul understood that the dynamite in every move of God was the active work of the Spirit in the believers present. It did not matter that there were only twelve men in a major city. Paul did not regard the odds from an earthly standpoint. He wanted, as a matter of priority, the urgent impartation the Holy Spirit to start the successful invasion of the city Ephesus. In apostolic penetration, priority one is the effective impartation of the Holy Spirit.
The Declaration of the Kingdom (verse 8) 

To Paul, kingdom declaration was an act of boldness. the core issue in penetration is the issue of intimidation. The enemy will attempt to intimidate us into silence and to shake our confidence to make us uncertain by any means possible. The apostolic attack is a clear, bold announcement that the Kingdom has come to the area, that new truth is being declared, and that the mentality positions that have characterized the area are being blasted by pre​sent truth light from the Lord. Paul was clear in his teach​ing - reasoning and persuading - reaching both the active mind and the searching heart with a powerful decla​ration of the reality of the Kingdom of God .
God's Release of Supernatural Power (verse 11) 
Penetration is a partnership between man and God. 

In Ephesus, God's release took the form of "unusual mira​cles" through Paul's hands. These miracles shook the core of the demonic stronghold in Ephesus - the practice of magic. In effective penetration we need to pray for the acts of God to accompany the preaching of the Kingdom.
Validation in the spirit-Realm (verse 15) 

In Ephesus, there was testimony from the mouth of demons themselves that Paul had achieved a level of recog​nition in the realm of the spirit. Demons bowed to Paul because of this achieved ranking. The issue of ranking is important. Ranking gives power to utterance and strength to our command. It demands obedience from hostile forces in the territory and breaks through resistance to the Word from the enemy.
Manifest Change of Mentality (verses 18,19) 

With the stranglehold upon the people's thinking broken their activity began to change. Light broke through darkness and the people burned their books, publicly despising the monetary value of what they had destroyed. All demonic powers operate through thinking patterns in the people they control. There is no activity of a principal​ity in the heavens without the active outworking of a prin​ciple upon the Earth. The strength of apostolic warfare is in the dismantling of long-entrenched oppositional mind​sets. Apostolic warfare pulls down strongholds and brings every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ (2 Corinthians 10:3-5). When through powerful preaching, apostolic impartation, and the accompanying acts of God, these patterns are broken, people are set free to be shaped into a new activity by the power of the truth they have received.
Bringing things to final accomplishment (verse 21)
 Paul carried all things through to the end. He did not allow his work to be aborted by inattention or premature stoppage. 

Chapter 12

The Power to Govern
1 Kings 3:1-15 

Solomon represents the height of the glory of the kingdom in Israel. He is the fulfillment and the completion of a move of God that began, but was not completed in the life and reign of David, the great warrior king of Israel. Solomon says in 2 Chronicles 6:4, "Blessed be the Lord God who has fulfilled with His hands what He spoke with His mouth to my father David." David's accomplishment was in discipling, warring, conquering, and receiving prophetic discernment; Solomon's accomplishment is in governing, sacrifice, building, and the expression of the glory of God in the Earth in divine rule. 
Both these eras of the kingdom of Israel are indicative of the prophetic and apostolic dimensions of Christ in the Church. David gathers but Solomon builds: David discerns the plans for the Temple but it is Solomon who has the release, the resource, and the ability to actually construct what David brought out of the Spirit. The Church is built upon the joint foundations of the prophetic and apostolic dimensions (Ephesians 2:20) with Jesus Christ Himself as the chief cornerstone.
Solomon recognizes in himself a governmental defi​ciency before the Lord: "I am a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in." He is required to exercise rule and government in the Earth; to judge the people of God in the midst of their enemies. He has to discern between good and evil (1 Kings 3:9). In response to this realization, he asks for wisdom and knowledge (2 Chronicles 1:10) to be given to him by God so that the task will actually be carried out.
Like Solomon, all true governmental positions must be established by an impartation of wisdom and knowl​edge. wisdom is a spiritual source of governmental strength - Proverbs 8:16, " .. .1 have strength. By me kings reign and rulers decree justice. By me princes rule ... " Our govern​mental prayer is not just simply the exercise of uttering prayers like the Pharisees did, but it is the expression of the rule of God in the Earth manifested through our local church. Our prayer does not only speak of governing, but in its very nature it expresses the government of God in the planet as we bring to pass the desires of God accurately in the nations.
Not only is corporate government expressed, but we express also a personal dimension of the government of God. Only self-governed people can truly express the gov​ernment of God. Personal internal rebellion defiles the expression of that divine order. Satan and the fallen angels "left their first estate" (Jude 6) and as a result expressed chaos in creation.
Proverbs 25:28 declares that the man who lacks self-government is like a broken city with no walls, totally lack​ing the ability to govern and exercise any real authority over the region in which it is placed. In those days, city walls expressed the magnitude of governmental power of the city.
As the prayers of local modern apostolic churches we must love justice Gob 34:17), be established in personal order and internal self-government, and desire the force of wisdom to be expressed through and in us as we fight in prayer and establish the spiritual government of the Kingdom in the Earth. It is important to finish the matter (john 4:34). 

Chapter 13

An Apostolic Request
2 Thessalonians 3:1-5

It was very clear in Paul's mind that the prayer of the cor​porate body of believers that made up the church in Thes​salonica could have a major impact upon the delivery and effect of the apostolic word preached by him in other regions. It was also very clear that the whole technology of the release of the word into other regions, depended upon a significant work of grace happening through the apostle himself. He requests prayer, not over the word released, but for he himself that the word might then spread rapidly through the region. This suggests that the impact and power of the word in a region being pioneered by the apostles depended to a large extent upon the spiritual quality of the delivery of the word through the apostles. 
The swiftness of a reformation movement depends upon the rapidity with which the revelation word being preached can spread across territories and invade firmly fixed mindsets. If the enemy cannot stop the apostles and prophets receiving new revelation from the Word for the Church, he certainly makes every effort to hinder and to obstruct the progress of the word of the Lord towards a place of general acceptance and operation in the churches. The heart-cry of every reformation move of God is that the "new" truth being proclaimed, finds its way into the depths of the Church, to design a new level of spiritual operation for the house of God. No reformer wishes to continue to be the lonely proclaimer on the fringe.
Not only does the corporate, governmental prayer cause the word to "run swiftly" or to be rapidly propa​gated but also to be "glorified." The word here is "doxazo" (Greek): to make glorious, to adorn with luster, to clothe with splendor, to render excellent, and to cause the dignity and worth to be made manifest and acknowledged. The apostle requires the reformation word not only to spread rapidly and be accepted, but also to impart a dimension of grandeur, worth, and splendor to the lives of those who receive it. The apostolic is inextricably joined to the majesty and grandeur of God. When Jesus sent out the first apostles (Matthew 10), He commanded them to first inquire in every city who in it was worthy. There is a quality demand in the apostolic that demands upgrade in the Church.
For their prayer to be effective, the saints at Thessa​lonica had first to occupy a certain spiritual position. The word preached by the apostle first had to run swiftly and be glorious in them (verse 1). Then they could pray pow​erful prayers for the safety and deliverance of apostolic positions from demon-inspired attacks of wicked and evil men. They had to be established and continually and faithfully doing the things commanded them by their apostle Paul. From this unassailable position of establish- ​ment, obedience, involvement, and cooperation with apos​tolic work they could enter boldly into kingdom activity and powerfully pray. 

Part 3

The Character of Governmental Prayer
Chapter 14

Strong Prayer and the Violent Spirit
Matthew 11:12; Luke 16:16 

The New International Version's (NIV) translation says, " ... the Kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing and forceful men lay hold of it." Two things immediately suggest themselves.
Firstly, the reality is that kingdom advance is a matter of conflict. The Kingdom of heaven advances against terri​ble opposition from satanic forces set up to resist it. There is no way to get around this fact; there is no advance without opposition and resistance. The Kingdom is a conquering force that cannot peacefully co-exist with that which is of a different and oppositional nature to itself: it never retreats; it operates in one gear - forward only. Daniel sees a vision of the activity of the Kingdom in the Earth in the latter times and with clarity he discerns its characteristics: 
" And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the king​dom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever." 

Daniel 2:44 

Secondly, kingdom advance has a lot to do with the activity of men in the Earth. These kingdom-advancing people must have a certain biblically prescribed mentality: they are described as "forceful men." 

The Greek word for "forceful" has derivations mean​ing "to shake violently." Kingdom-advancing prayer peo​ple shake the spirit realm through strong governmental prayer. In Acts 4, the Sadducees arrest Peter and John for healing a man at the Beautiful Gate. They threaten them and command them to cease preaching about Jesus or face severe penalty. The disciples gather together to confront the demonic threat (Acts 4:24-30) and call down the power of the Holy Ghost. Their prayer shakes the spirit realm to its foundations so much that it is even physically felt in Jerusalem. This is kingdom advancing prayer. 
Matthew 11 (NKJ) says that men lay hold of the King​dom. Here the word means "to snatch away, to carry off by force, to plunder, to press into." To be strong in prayer to this extent, men must desire the Kingdom of God with all their heart, to see the manifested glory of God in the Earth and to see Jesus absolutely exalted. They are those possessed of energy and zeal who instead of yielding to the opposition of religious foes press their way in to the Kingdom to possess it themselves. 

Chapter 15

Great Joy Is Necessary
Isaiah 56:1-7 

Strong prayer is not necessarily strong because of its high volume although most times it is quite loud. It is strong because it has the power to break through demonic blockages and strongholds and to shatter every resistance to the purpose of God being manifested in the Earth. 
Strong prayer does not create God's purpose. His purpose has been ordained from before the foundation of the Earth, but it has the power to cause His will to be done in the Earth as it is done in heaven. Strong prayer brings forth" doings". Thus strong prayer indeed has great strength. One element of its strength is joy. The joy of the Lord is our strength (Nehemiah 8:10). Great joy in what we are doing for God produces great strength in the execution of it. In order to weaken the exercise of mighty prayer the devil will try to rob it of its joy.
Remember, prayer for God's purpose is truly a King​dom activity. We are actually fulfilling the commands of Jesus to seek first the Kingdom and Kingdom activity requires biblical accuracy and biblical application. Joy is an essential element of all Kingdom activity (Romans 14:17). God requires joyful prayer in the house (Isaiah 56:7). 

The joyfulness of the house of prayer is the joy that comes when the relationship that produces productivity in the Kingdom begins to be manifested and experienced in full power. In Isaiah 56, "salvation is about to come" and "righteousness ... revealed." God is about to move in a remarkable way and God is gathering into His house those who "lay hold" upon this reality. In our day, just as it is indicated in Isaiah, God is gathering into a new experience of purpose-driven power all those who have begun to "lay hold" upon the reality that God is doing a new thing in the Church and in the Earth.
"Lay hold" is the Hebrew word "chazaq": to be firm, to strengthen, to be impenetrable in strength, to make bold, to encourage, to prevail mightily. This mentality position is the inner technology of the condition of joyfulness in the house of prayer. This is the attitude of the one who has "joined himself to the Lord" (verse 3). This level of com​mitment to the things of God and this depth of relationship causes the "son of the foreigner" and even the "eunuch" to experience a level of acceptance that is even higher than that of the "sons and daughters". Relationship takes prece​dence over status as God elevates and draws in nearer to Him in relationship, those who were formerly of no stand​ing in the household of God. It is a day of restructuring and reformation within the house of God, and the dynamic to the new formations in the Church is a new and deeper level of relationship with the Lord.
Strong prayer brings in the harvest of God and also breaks the strength of satan's yoke. Isaiah 9:3,4 tells us the dividing of the spoil causes men to rejoice and the break​ing of the rod of the oppressor and the yoke of his burden is a time for the increase of joy. 
You have multiplied the nation and increased its joy; they rejoice before You according to the joy of harvest, as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 

For You have broken the yoke of his burden and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. 

Isaiah 9:3,4 

Strong prayer seeks to bring in the dominance of the Kingdom of God into the Earth. Psalm 67:3,4 tells us that the reality of the governance of God produces high joy in the nations.
Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You.
Oh, let the nations be glad and sing for joyl For You shall judge the people righteously, and govern the nations on earth. Selah 

Psalms 67:3,4
Let us come to the place of prayer with excitement, great joy, and a sense of the Lord's dominion in the Earth. 

Chapter 16 Boldness:

A Governmental Ingredient
Acts 4 

The events of Acts 4 happen very early in the history of the Church. Great governmental gains have been secured by the Church. Jesus has been working with them in a flow of signs and wonders. The lame man at the gate Beautiful has been wonderfully and miraculously healed by the power of God and the power structure of the religious world is threat​ened. The response of the enemy is strong intimidation and the apostles are arrested. The priests and the Saducces see the boldness that is upon the disciples (verse 13). 

Boldness terrifies the devil. It is a quality that he attempts to extinguish in the Church. Boldness (parrhesia in Greek) is unreserved utterance with frankness, candour, and cheerful courage. It denotes divine enablement that comes to ordinary and unprofessional people exhibiting spiritual power and authority. This is what satan fears. 

Boldness is a spiritual impartation that gives author​ity to whatever we say and do. It is the determination to match fire with fire and not to back down from the intimi​dation of principalities and powers. The early apostles knew that it was important to their witness and their sur​vival in the hostile territory of Jerusalem. 

Their prayer indicates that they knew that they were in a governmental battle. In verse 26 they pray, "the kings of the earth took their stand and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord." This comes from Psalm 2, a kingdom psalm of God's dominance and rulership of the Earth.
The issue in Psalm 2 is the validity of the government of God in the Earth. The kings and rulers set themselves in a demonic alliance in the spirit to break the bonds and the cords of God from the Earth. The spiritual systems of restraints in God's unspoken law in the Earth that still restricts the enemy from unrestrained wickedness and spiritual lewd​ness is under threat. God mocks the enemy from the heav​ens in derisive laughter as on the Earth His people begin to proclaim the powerful decrees that demand that the nations bow to the power of His majesty.
God shouts in Psalm 2, If Ask of me and I will give you the nations for your inheritance, and the ends of the earth for your possession." A decree has been made here (psalm 2:7), and in response we ask for the nations in the power of a spirit of boldness. It is this that the early apostolic prayers invoke as they quote the psalm in their breakthrough prayer in the city of Jerusalem.
In Acts 4, God responds with a spiritual earthquake; they were filled with the Spirit and spoke the word with boldness. With boldness we ask for the nations! 

Chapter 17

The Power of a Different Spirit
Numbers 13,14 

At the end of all their long journeying through the Wilder​ness, Israel has now arrived at the end of the first phase of the journey, the actual entrance to the promised land of Canaan. Everything that went before would be pointless if Israel does not succeed in this part of the endeavor. God Him​self acknowledges this. In Numbers 14:11 He says, "... how long will they not believe me with all the signs I have per​formed among them?" The signs were supposed to build the faith of the people so that they would be able to seize the vic​tory in this moment of truth for actual entry.
The issue then was whether the people had the ability at this point in the trip to actually go in. It was God who commanded Moses to send in the spies (Numbers 13:2). This was a divine mandate not simply a good administra​tive idea from the mind of Moses. God wanted a "heart​report" from the people; he wanted an expression of their inner ability to be made openly from their lips before Him. It would have a direct bearing on their power to possess; on the future state of the corporate life of the people; upon the timetable of fulfilling the purpose of God in their midst; and on whether judgement or blessing continued to flow within the camp of Israel. Their own word and atti​tude would be the determining factor in all of this. 
It was true that the task was not easy. The people that dwelt in the land were strong, the cities were large and fortified, and demonic giants tried to prevent the way in (Num​bers 13:28), but Caleb said, ''Let us go up at once for we are well able." We have the power and the capacity to succeed.
This is part of the technology of the journey. Though we have prevailed in the wilderness and fought our way through many obstacles and devices of the enemy, both from without and within, yet it is the manner of our entry into the ultimate desired objective that determines the quality of the overall victory.
The history of the Church in the Earth has been the story of a great prevailing war with the hosts of Satan. The devices of destruction have been many, but we have pre​vailed up to this point. There have been many great lead​ers carrying awesome anointings that have poured into the Church the strength, clarity, and wisdom to force the way through the objections of our foes, yet the greatest battle lies ahead of us.
This season in the history of the Church is the season when we begin to enter into the ultimate objectives of the Spirit working in and through us. The end of all things is at hand and the final great battles for possession of all the prophesied positions in the Spirit beckon us. Now, more than ever, God is calling for the spies to be sent out so that He can hear from our lips, in powerful apostolic decrees and prophetic declarations, that we are well able to possess what He has promised us. It must be vocal and strong, and it must be declared with clarity to the corporate hosts of the Church. This ability was found in the different spirit of Caleb and Joshua.
More than anything else our governmental prayer; our nuclear weapon of demonic destruction, has produced in us this power and ability. We have a capacity to fight and prevail. We have the capacity to believe God and see His hand move on our behalf. We have the prophetic capacity to make the powerful proclamation of assured victory. We possess a different spirit. 

Chapter 18 
Momentum 

Joshua 10:8-19

In governmental prayer as in any spiritual activity of accom​plishment, the principle of momentum is important. Momentum is the power of going forward; the unstoppable advance of a spiritual activity that crushes all opposition in its path. Momentum can destroy discouragement and unbelief; momentum never looks backward for long, is always antic​ipating the next encounter along the way and sensing the next victory. Momentum affects the quality of your thinking. Spiritual momentum prospers in a mental environment of success.
Joshua has a word from the Lord; the five kings of the Amorites are given into his hand, just as the Church has been given the assurance of ultimate victory by the Lord that " ... the gates of Hell shall not prevail..." against the Church (Matthew 16:18). This prophetic word constitutes Joshua's marching orders and he acts instantly marching all night against the enemy. 
From a military standpoint this is bad strategy to enter a battle drained and weary. But Joshua has accessed a different kind of power; he uses the power of momentum that is in the rhema word of the Lord. The word used most often in the Bible that is translated "the word of the Lord" is the Hebrew word "dabar." This word has a dual meaning. It indicates the word spoken but can also represent the action that is produced directly out of that spoken word. Thus the prophetic word or the word from the Lord contains within itself all of the resources necessary to propel the recipient into the required actions to fulfill the word spoken.
The heart of spiritual momentum is the divine energy that flows into activity in the Earth that is accurately in line with the desired and ordained purposes of the Lord. The strength of governmental prayer that is calling into the Earth operations and spiritual activity that is accurate with the pur​pose of God, is in the receiving of this divine energy that pro​duces an unstoppable momentum in achieving for God.
Verse 10 says that he "routed" them, he "chased" them, and he "struck them down." Spiritual momentum always causes God to get actively involved. God cast hail​stones upon the enemy and there were more killed by the hailstones than by the soldiers of Israel. This is a battle of explosive force and power.
It is in this context that we understand the miracle of stopping the sun and the moon. There has never been a day like this before or since (verse 14). Joshua's desire to act within the momentum of the moment produced an explosion of miraculous divine power. Caught up in human action within the momentum of an accurate spirit​ual event, Joshua taps into an awesome faith that takes him far outside the boundaries of the natural. He commands the physical operations of the entire universe and the sun and moon stop until the people had revenge upon their ene​mies! The miracle was motivated by Joshua's desire to bring the work of the day to utter completion. God heeded the voice of a man (verse 14) because within his heart lay the apostolic desire to finish the work (john 4:34). 
Our prayer attitude is like Joshua's. "Pursue your enemies, attack their rear guard. Do not allow them to enter their cities, for the Lord has delivered them into your hand" (verse 19). 

Chapter 19

The Power of Hope
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evi​dence of things not seen. 

Hebrews 11:1
It is impossible for faith to work to powerful dimen​sions without the effective operation of hope in our lives. All strong, governmental prayer must function with great faith. Therefore the heart of strong prayer is living hope. 
Romans 4:13-18, dissects the nature of Abraham's faith.
 For the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not to Abraham or to his seed through the law, but through the righteousness of faith.
For if those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise made of no effect, 
because the law brings about wrath; for where there is no law there is no transgression.
Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all
(as it is written, " I have made you a father of many nations") in the presence of Him whom he believed - God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did;
who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he became the father of many nations, according to what was spoken, "So shall your descendants be," 

For Abraham, faith was an absolute necessity; it was the only way he could literally access a future impartation from God while living in a time when grace was not given to all men (verse 16). Abraham's faith caused his spiritual activity to leap far into the future, so that the promise is "sure" to all his seed and that includes us the children of Abraham by faith.
We are told that the strength of Abraham's faith lay in the fact that contrary to all reasonable expectation of hope, he believed in hope and thus became the father of many nations according to what was spoken. His hope activated the prophetic word in his life and gave him access to future reality. Through the active, living power of hope he could actually build into and directly affect what would be surely manifested in time far beyond the parameters of his own life. It expanded him beyond his natural potential to make him the universal father of faith.
Hope does not disappoint (Romans 5:5). It is the means by which we surely come to God's expected end. Hope gives enthusiasm to our endurance and eagerness to our waiting on the invisible realities for which we pray in the Spirit (Romans 8:24,25). Hope happily exists in that period of time between request and realization and converts anxious wait​ing into eager joy.
Hope is an anchor to the soul; a stabilizing force to our internal life in the midst of earthly circumstances that speak of disorder (Hebrews 6:19). Hope takes our spiritual efforts right into the Holy of Holies, behind the veil and fills our governmental prayer with prophetic future-affect​ing power! 

Chapter 20 
Prayer Alertness
Ephesians 6:18; Colossians 4:2

The church at Ephesus was a church that was birthed in the fires of spiritual warfare. From the outset this assembly was embroiled in controversy and conflict. There was a teach​ing assault against religious spirits launched out of the school of Tyrannus. There were unusual miracles released by God to break open the territory and the burning of evil books to the value of fifty thousand pieces of silver. There was a mob riot led by Demetrius the silversmith to protect Diana's throne and threats of physical injury to the apostle Paul and his com​panions (Acts 19).
It is to this church that Paul writes his most detailed and insightful instructions for the prayer warfare. We do not fight against visible, fleshly foes but against invisible demonic rankings that necessitate that we properly arm ourselves for the battle (Ephesians 6:10-17). It is the whole armor that allows us to withstand the enemy and to acquit ourselves with honor. All the components are important; the breastplate, the shoes of peace, the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the spirit.
The battle is conducted in the realm of prayer. It is in prayer that we actually engage and wrestle with the invisi​ble enemy. But Paul also identifies the area in our activity that could provide room for what may probably be the most dangerous counterattack of the spiritual foes - lack of vigilance. The NIV says "With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying ... " What must we keep in mind?
We must keep in mind that in order to stand in the fight and to overcome we need to pray "all kinds of prayer", indicating that we must be flexible, adjustable and varied in our prayer response to the enemy's tactics. With con​stantly changing tactics from the enemy, our response must be careful and prophetic. We cannot respond properly unless we are alert and vigilant in the fight.
This prophetic flexibility was one of the strong quali​ties of the warrior king David. After David subdues the stronghold of Zion and establishes his base of rulership there, he is engaged by the hordes of the Philistines who "search" for him to destroy the strength of his Kingdom advance (2 SamueI5:17-25). David has a deep understand​ing of the technology of spiritual battle. He never pre​sumes that one successful strategy in a battle would pro​vide him with the same success in another encounter, he constantly goes to the Lord for a fresh strategy and is incredibly flexible in his responses and activity.
A prophetic spirit in the governmental prayer warfare provides us with this valuable spiritual, characteristic ​the ability to be moved by the word of the Lord into varied and diverse strategies for the destruction of our spiritual foes and the seizing of an enduring victory.
Paul in Colossians tells us to "continue" in prayer. The word means to be strong towards, to persevere, to continue diligently in. But the apostle also exhorts us to be "vigilant" in our continuing. That alertness or maintaining of watchful​ness, freshness, flexibility, and ability to instantly respond to the enemy, enthusiasm, and endurance in the prayer battle is of maximum importance for ultimate success. 

Chapter 21
Heavenly Protocol:

Faith, Boldness, and Action
Hebrews 10:19-22; Hebrews 11

We are encouraged by God Himself to come to him not with a cringing, uncertain spirit but with the spirit of boldness upon us. This is a great secret to prevailing with God. It is important that we observe the correct protocol as indicated by God in His Word. We have representation in heaven at the highest level. We have a High priest who is U over" the house of God. We are not uncovered, unrepre​sented people. He sits at the right hand of God (verse 12); he has an expectation that enemies are to be demolished and exterminated (verse 13), and he appears in the very presence of God for us (Hebrews 9:24). With all of this in place, God is prepared to receive us as we come filled with the knowledge of these glorious facts, bearing in our very demeanor and in our spiritual bearing the revelation of our status in the spirit realm, as we present ourselves and our petitions before Him. 
The key to our powerful presentation is faith. Our faith is based on revelation knowledge of spiritual realities. Our faith has come (Romans 10:17). We are encouraged to "draw near in full assurance of faith" (Hebrews 10:22). Drawing near refers to the operational presentation of ourselves before God in prevailing prayer. But we must come with a faith that has been provoked to fullness, with high expectancy that in actuality we can mobilize spiritual resources. Faith must be full, overflowing, joyous, and confident.
In other words we must enter the Holy of Holies and not stand outside and gaze adoringly hoping to have access sometime in the future. Proper protocol demands that we actually enter with forceful confident action, with secure revelation and a knowledge that it is our right to be there and that we really belong. Brethren it is God who encour​ages and demands in His Word that we come in.
Satan attacks this in the Church because a confident, faith-filled expectant church that has been delivered from uncertainty and low self-esteem is a dangerous church. He attempts also to distort our possessing of high confidence to interact with God, by hitting our mentalities with thoughts that we are arrogant and proud when we exercise our God​given, God-desired right to be confident sons in our Father's presence. This distortion too needs to be destroyed by proper application of the living Word.
There is a heavenly protocol that allows us the free​dom and the power to express our joy, our high energy in the spirit and our confident expectation of answers cascad​ing freely back from the storehouses in heaven: it is called Governmental Prayer! 

Chapter 22
The Action of Faith
Hebrews 11

Faith is a substance, and faith is evidence. It is bound up in the awesome declarations of our mouth that issue from an energized heart. It is released out of an active hope that is the soul's anchor and has a direct connection from Earth to the activities and the reality of heavenly operations and actions (Hebrews 6:19,20).
Faith is not an option. It is not one of the many selec​tions out of the menu of spiritual possibilities. There is no choice here, it is the only choice available. Without faith it is impossible to please God. It is the very life-blood of prevail​ing prayer because he who comes to God with desires, requests and kingdom demands must believe that God hears and is actively moving in response to words uttered on the Earth; is willing, eager, and unstoppably ready to fulfill those demands in the shortest possible space of time that is reasonably related to His divine purpose (Hebrews 11:6).
This is the core revelation of Hebrews 11. We are taken back into the lifestyles of many of our ancient spiritual ancestors in order to identify clearly through the word of God, the one inescapable factor that was responsible for the shining history that they have handed down through the family line to us alive on the Earth today. The truth of the word of God is very clear. Throughout their variety of cir​cumstances and times; in the midst of their battles and successes, the one common thread that ties the exploits of the generations together is the reality of their common faith.
Faith is our "family" heirloom. It ties us to the grand family line and glorious tradition of the ancient spiritual heroes. It identifies our Church-race and our seed in the Earth. It is the mark of our family, the link of our genera​tions. Hebrews 11 is a cry from God and an appeal from the Holy Spirit that we do not break the grand tradition.
Faith was always apostolic. It has always searched for a "city which has foundations" (Hebrews 11:10). It has always been futuristic, placing a demand on a greater tomorrow (Hebrews 11:13,14). It has always subdued, worked, obtained, stopped evil, quenched, strengthened, become valiant, prevailed in battle, endured, decreed, pro​claimed, and crafted a victorious lifestyle in the face of the enemy (Hebrews 11:33-37). It requires of us that we do not break the order; that we complete the picture in our times because these awesome ancestors cannot be perfected without our input and our position in our day (Hebrews 11:39,40). 

Part 4
 Prayer, the Church, and the Nation

Chapter 23
The Praying Church and the State
2 Chronicles 7:12-22
It is beyond dispute that the Word of God teaches that the strong prayer of the saints has an impact upon the well-being of the nation. Proverbs 14:34, "Righteousness exalts a nation; sin is a reproach to any people." 
God is not talking here about a passive church that quietly and ignorantly exists within the nation state, but a vibrant church actively adjusting the mentalities of people and is vocal and strong in its prayer for the national well​being. Proverbs 11:11 says, "By the blessing of the upright, the city is exalted; but it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked." The important factor here is that vocal expres​sion either by the wicked or the upright has an impact, through the spirit realm, on the reality of the corporate life.
Prayer and the Process of Reformation 

Soon after Solomon builds and dedicates the Temple, the Lord appears to him in the night a second time. This time God talks to him about the condition of the nation and the peculiar circumstances that could pertain now that there is a house of the Lord in active operation in the midst of the nation. It is important to note several things here:
• God Himself is speaking expressing His mind, atti​tudes and purpose. The law of relationship between the house of the Lord and the land or nation are unbreakable laws from the mouth of God that operate independent of human opinion or human approval.
• God is speaking in the context of Solomon's completion of a house (Temple) and his dedication prayer estab​lishing the Temple as a place of powerfully answered prayer (2 Chronicles 6:12-42). The Temple is now an operational temple; it is not a spiritually dead house. The dynamism or activation of the laws of relationship between the house of God and the land depend upon and indeed assume that the house of God is flowing and established in accurate spiritual life.
• The quality of spiritual leadership in the Kingdom has a direct impact not only upon the continuance of spiritual vitality in the Temple but also upon the con​dition of the nation itself. Solomon must walk as his father David walked, ensuring an unbroken line of spiritual government in Israel. If he is polluted by demonic invasions then chaos would fall upon the house and the nation (verses 17-20).
Out of this well-ordered system of an operational house of God, accurate spiritual leadership operating in a situation of covenant possession blasts forth the power of governmental prayer. In the well known words of verse 14 God gives a definite promise of the power of prayer to affect the state of the land or nation. If people who are strongly identified with God in a praying house turn to Him in inward correctness and with a desire for Him personally in strong, governmental prayer He promises that He will hear from heaven and heal the land. This is a definite promise.
Paul's Clear Exhortation (l1imothy 2:1,2) 

Paul commanded that prayer be made for "kings" (secular leaders) and others in places of national authority. The result will be a pacifying of evil forces in the nation and the attainment of a quiet, peaceable life for the Church. It is good and well-pleasing to God our Savior from the enemy. 

Chapter 24
 Desiring the Nations
The Word of God says many things about the nations which are only now being birthed into reality in the hearts of the believers.
Psalm 2:7-9, indicates that a divine decree has been made concerning the governmental and political structures of the Earth. The nations are the inheritance of the Lord and all the Earth is his possession. The decree has been activated by the built-in catalyst - "Ask of me ..." 
In John 17, Jesus does exactly that, fulfilling scripture by uttering a great prayer for all the Earth and committing to us His faithful believers who have received the words given to Him by the Father, an awesome mandate to go into the world as He was sent into the world (verse 18).
He prays into the future of the Earth establishing spirit​ual foundations that exist today in the generation in which we live on the brink of the 21st century. The intention is that the world may believe and that the world may know. 

"I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word;
that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me." 

John 17:20,21
Psalm 22:27,28, issues a clear promise that the ends of the world shall remember and turn to the Lord. The King​dom (representing true governmental power in the Earth) 

is the Lord's and He rules over the nations. Note the very important linkage here of two things. The release of the power of the Kingdom in the Earth is the basis by which God rules over the affairs of the nations. The awesome event in Zambia in which a political ruler for the first time in the modem history of the Earth publicly brings an entire Gentile nation into covenant with the true God is a prophetic indication of the increasingly manifested power of the Kingdom in the Earth.
We have our part to play in events that are decreed so that they surely unfold. Every prophetic promise and command made from the mouth of God in the Word must come to pass before Jesus can make His ultimate appear​ance in the Earth. The present-truth Church of the 21st century must have a global vision and an international mandate and return to the original spirit and intent of God when he first commissioned the Church.
The last command of the Commander-In-Chief of the forces of light on the eve of His departure was to go forth discipling the nations, immersing the nations in the truth He imparted to us His believers, functioning in the authority of ascended power that was guaranteed without failure or diminishing until the end of the age.
" And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, bap​tizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all things that I have com​manded you; and 10, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen. 

Matthew 28:18-20
The power to accomplish the task was released in the context of an international environment. The first outpour​ing of the Holy Spirit took place in Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost when people from every nation gathered to wor​ship the Lord (Acts 2:5-11). From the first, the Church was birthed with the built-in power and capacity to speak clearly to the nations to bring obedience to the faith and transformation to the hearts of men. 
With increasing power we will reach outward in prayer and ministry activity and thrust ourselves into the global field as we are led by the Holy Spirit. The com​mand of Jesus still releases power in the spirit realm, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature" (Mark 16:15). The Spirit still empowers us to be witnesses (Acts 1:8). 

Chapter 25
 Blessing the Nation
Proverbs 11:11
This is a condensed but very potent word from God. There are three important things we must consider:
The Condition of the City 

City refers to the nation and the verse takes us into the true dynamics that determine the political condition of the nation and the factors that impact the state of govern​ment. The city can either be exalted or overthrown. The reality is that the condition of the city can be changed. This realization gives power and confidence to our prayer effort. Our prayer can have effect upon a condition that is not fixed but instead exists in a state of possible flux. The word "exalted" signifies "movement in an upward direc​tion." The whole reality of movement is important to the understanding of this word. It is the same word used in Genesis 7:17, "The waters increased and ... the ark ... rose high above the earth." 
The People in the City 

There are two groups of people in the city that have a direct political impact upon the condition of the nation. The final condition of the nation, as far as the Word is con​cerned, does not really depend upon the multiplicity of political parties or the power of a Parliament. It is these two groups and the power of their spiritual alignment that determine the final condition of the State.
The upright are the "just" or those who have con​sciously and accurately aligned themselves with the posi​tion of God. The word "wicked" is a legal term indicating those who have broken the law and who are guilty legally. There is a strong legal dimension to the power of political influ​ence in the spirit realm. 
Two Sets of Effective Activity 

When the upright begin to "bless" the city or to make powerful, intelligent spoken declarations of the prosperity, rule, rightness, and order of God over the nation then the upward movement of exaltation begins to take place. When the lawless, guilty, wicked people open their mouth then the nation is "overthrown" or "forced downward with a strong blow." It is the power of the mouth releasing decrees or spoken prayer declarations that does it.
We are in spiritual contention with the wicked over the future of the nation.
Those who forsake the law praise the wicked, but such as keep the law contend with them. 

Proverbs 28:4
Our warfare and contention is in the spiritual realm of prayer and decrees of the upward mobility of the nation released by the mouth of blessing. Let this power and insight enter forcefully into our governmental prayer. 

Part 5
The Prayer School
Chapter 26 
Prayer School Part I:
A Desire To Learn

Luke 11:1-13
"Lord teach us to pray ..:' 

It is evident that Jesus' prayer was demonstratively effective and powerful. He allowed the disciples to both see and hear him pray. Tutoring in effective prayer was one of the things Jesus paid attention to in developing the people that followed him. It was after he was through praying that the disciples asked for lessons in prayer (verse 1). Two things are clear here, a.) effective prayer can be learned and b.) the effec​tive learning environment is in the context of the discipleship relationship ("teach us as John taught his disciples'').
" As John Taught His Disciples ... " 

Verse one gives us tremendous insight into the rela​tionship between John the Baptist and his followers. Nowhere else in scripture is it indicated that John was a great trainer of men in spiritual things, nor is there any indication that John was a great man of prayer. 
The discipleship relationship is important, because it suggests an impartation dimension to the learning experi​ence, as well as informational instruction on the methods, techniques, and attitudes to be used in effective prayer. Within the context of an apostolic reforming church it is clear that an effective prayer ministry has to be released by the leadership in demonstration, impartation, and instruc​tion in order to raise up effective and powerful prayers.
Do You Want To Learn? 

The disciples' request in verse one is the trigger to the answer in verses 2-13. Desire is the opening bell of the prayer school. Our prayer ministry is both work-place and school. We come both to labor in the Lord and to be taught by him. Let us all say: "Lord teach us to pray!" 

Prayer School Part II:
The Power of Utterance
Jesus is teaching His disciples in the prayer school. This is wis​dom out of the mouth of Jesus Himself and reflects actual practices in Jesus' life of prayer. "When you pray, say ...." 
The art of speaking is very important in the practice of prayer. Words indicate spiritual muscle. Psalm 8:2 says: 
Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants you have ordained strength, because of Your enemies, that You may silence the enemy and the avenger. 

Psalms 8:2
Our words constitute our ordained strength and can silence the enemy and the avenger. The manner in which the words come out of our mouth have an impact in the spirit realm. 
Jesus is always our perfect example for accurate spirit​ual activity. The book of Revelation gives us spiritual pic​tures seen by John the apostle concerning the future and the nature of the reigning Christ. In Revelation 1:16 John sees "One like the Son of Man" with a sharp two-edged sword coming out of His mouth. In Revelation 19:15 he sees Him as "The Word of God" again with a sharp sword out of His mouth, that with it He should strike the nations and rule them with a rod of iron. 
Jesus strikes and rules with the strong words that He says. There is a power for spiritual dominion in our prayers as we effectively say!
The sword that comes out of the mouth of Jesus is always "sharp." The word used in Greek also means "swift." Our words (prayers) must be powerful, thoughtful, incisive, not repetitious, and focused on the matter at hand. Our internal strength and commitment to the matter about which we are praying must be released in the words. The words must bear the strength of our resolve to be heard by God.
Our words are also the containers of our faith:
And since we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, "I believed and therefore I spoke," we also believe and therefore speak. 

2 Corinthians 4:13
Powerful speaking in prayer is the natural outcome of an inward explosive faith. What do our words release? Ordained strength, striking of the nations, rulership and dominion, sharpness, effectiveness, and faith! 

Prayer School Part III:
The Goodness of Our Father
The disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray after hear​.1 ing and seeing Him in actual prayer. They were in fact requesting of Him that He tutor them to enter the exact same realm of effectiveness and power that He entered in prayer. 
Part of the living reality of the prayer school is the fact that we do have a Father. The first obvious lesson that Jesus taught his disciples as He introduced them to His prayer level is that the Father is the Source or the Begin​ning of the power of prayer.
The man who has an unexpected visitor at midnight and who finds himself incapable of supplying the need out of his own resources, knows that though the hour is late, that his need can be met fully through persistence (verses 5-8). He knows the door behind which the full answer lies. His persistence (like our faith for demanding in prayer) never entertains the thought of possible disappointment.
We can a.) ask, b.) seek, and c.) knock, that is, take our prayer encounter through increasing stages of intensity in an unbridled faith because our Father-Source always responds to everyone (verse 10) who comes to Him in the pattern taught by Jesus asking according to His will: 
Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.
And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him. 

1 John 5:14,15 

Our confidence in prayer is established upon our sense of security with the Father. This security is vital in the Jesus pattern of prayer! Bread is not stone, a fish does not become a serpent, and an egg does not mutate into a scorpion (verses 11,12). Security is receiving on a produc​tive wholesome level.
The Father gives good gifts to His intense and eager praying children. This was good news from Jesus to His dis​ciples in the prayer school. Every gift that the Father gives comes through the agency of the Holy Spirit (verse 13). 

Prayer School Part IV:
Dismantling Pharisee Positions
Matthew 6:5-13

In Matthew's account of the teaching of Jesus in the prayer school there is a focus on the negatives of the Pharisee spirit in the context of prayer.
The Pharisee spirit tries to creep into all dimensions of spiritual activity to corrupt its effectiveness and power. It can in effect short-circuit our prayer from reaching the throne of God. It attempts to make our prayer earth​bound and weak.
To Be Seen of Men: 

To be effective we have to break free of the earth realm and the environment that seduces us to prayer activ​ity only to be seen and recognized by men. This instantly dismantles a response from heaven (verse 1). We may be performing "charitable deeds;" our prayer may be well packaged and effective in its presentation and sound, but it will be hollow and empty in the ears of God, and will not breakthrough into the realm of heavenly response.
The Trumpet of the Hypocrites 

Our prayer must not be the trumpet of the hypocrites. 

It must not be the external announcement or indicator of a corrupt heart that seeks recognition "that they may have glory from men" (verse 2). The Greek word that translates "hypocrite" indicates an actor in a play or drama, one wearing make-up to conceal the true identity as they portray another person, or one engaged in that which is not real. Jesus said, "When you pray you shall not be like the hypocrites" (verse 5). 

Enter the Closet and Shut the Door 

This command does not limit prayer to a closed room. 

It can refer also to the corporate experience. To shut the door (verse 6) is to bring our heart into proper alignment with God, to find the Father who is in the "secret place" not in the concourse of the streets or in the playacting of the hypocrites. The Father both sees and responds from the secret place. 

Part 6
The Sound of a Great War

Chapter 27
 The Prayer War
1 John 3:8
Jesus was manifested with an avowed intention that is recorded in the Word of God and still stands firm today. He came to destroy the works of the devil. The word translated "destroy" also means "to loose, sever, break, or demolish." His purpose is to totally annihilate all the efforts and struc​tures of the domain of darkness so that they are broken com​pletely and without remedy. 
The LORD of hosts has sworn, saying, "Surely, as I have thought, so it shall come to pass, and as I have pur​posed, so it shall stand:
That I will break the Assyrian in My land, and on My mountains tread him underfoot. Then his yoke shall be removed from them, and his burden removed from their shoulders.
This is the purpose that is purposed against the whole earth, and this is the hand that is stretched out over all the nations.
For the WRD of hosts has pwposed, and who will annul it? His hand is stretched out, and who will tum it back?" 

Isaiah 14:24-27
It is impossible to enter governmentally into the global purposes of God in prevailing prayer and not partake of this biblical mentality. The intent of God is a global dismantling of all the resources of our enemy. It is a purpose that is established and will never be adjusted.
Jesus was manifested to destroy all the works of the devil. The word means "to uncover, to lay bare, to reveal." This refers to much more than the fact that Jesus came in the flesh and walked the Earth, attacking and confronting demonic presences wherever He met them. In any place where Jesus is manifested or revealed there is immediate destructive action against satanic structures.
Jesus is manifested in the midst of a powerfully pray​ing church. A revelation of Christ is a "revealing" or a "manifestation" of Christ through His people. The Word​based Spirit-thrust still is in force even after all these cen​turies; for this purpose He was manifested; that He might destroy all the works of the devil.
Even the demons recognize that this is the standard and basis for all interaction between Christ and the king​dom of darkness. In Mark 1:24 when Jesus entered the syn​agogue in Capernaum early in His ministry an unclean spirit cried out in terror, "Leave us alone ... Jesus of Nazareth ... Did you come to destroy us?" 
In the prayer war, we represent Christ and as His peo​ple we fight victoriously to break all resistances and oppo​sitions to His ordained and declared purpose for the Earth. He is in our midst roaring as a great lion out of Zion. We wrestle against princes and powers in the unseen spiritrealm, conquering and destroying them and bringing to pass that which has been already ordained. 

Chapter 28
The Sound of a Great Host
2 Kings 7:5-7
This is the amazing story of four leprous men who put the entire Syrian army to flight. 

They had come to the place of ultimate options; there was no other alternative. We cannot step into the same kind of spiritual environment they entered on that incredi​ble day, except we also arrive at the place of realization that our corporate life of prayer is not just another method, not just another ministry to occupy the time of the saints, not just another opportunity to work for God, but it is the only option for corporate survival. The sound of a great host is only released to demon ears in the spirit realm when men enter "no-other-alternative territory."
Our prayer is energized when we realize that the bat​tle is in fact lethal. There can be no double-mindedness. We will be held to the words we have spoken to the spirit​realm. We have declared endurance, longevity, consis​tency, purity, strength, and government and we have to act in accordance with what we have spoken.
Only spiritual fools disrespect the devil's strength (Jude 8-11). Wise men crush him in the power of the Lord, putting aside their own power and their own wisdom, clothing themselves in the armor and equipment that is of the Lord. Unless We Fight: We Die!
To release the sound of a great host we must advance. Corporate momentum causes a sound in the spirit. Verse 5 says "they rose to go ... and when they had come .... " There is movement, timing, and result. Their movement was the result of decision and clear thinking, not of passivity and ignorance. They considered their options and then acted with decisive speed.
The totality of the spiritual situation does not shift into a state of flux until we begin to move ahead. The apparently unbreakable ranks of the enemy do not begin to reveal their gaping deficiencies until the hosts of God advance in determined prayer. 
The Lord caused demon principalities "to hear." This is what we want to occur in our local churches; to move into the realm of "virtual strength," where the enemy is flee​ing from power and strength that does not issue from us but which is still real! What a contrast we see in this battle! In the natural four leprous men; in the spirit another real​ity prevails. Surrounding their puny natural strength is a mighty force of spiritual arms - the noise of chariots, the noise of horses, the noise of a great army. The leprous men had stepped into a territory of the spirit mapped out for us with clear signposts and directions given in these verses in the book of Second Kings.
The Word of God is not just information; not just Bible stories; it is an accurate map of localities, of mentalities, operations and realities in the spiritual realm which the heart of God is aching that we enter into at last. The key is wisdom.
Chapter 29
The Pursuit of Kings
Judges 6;7;8
This is the story of how God raised up a reformer in the person of Gideon. Gideon went through a process of transformation that equipped him to deal with the terroris​tic Midianite attackers that had completely destroyed the integrity of the people of Israel.
Let us select and examine some principles we find in the story of Gideon: 
• There is a war beyond the war 

You can't chase kings until you have defeated princes. 
The story of Gideon shows us the mentality of those who desire the ultimate victory. Our aim is to completely break all "Midianite" strength that opposes our attainment of the complete purpose of God. Our determination cannot be satisfied even by major victories over princes.
To continue Gideon had to "cross over" (judges 8:4). 

Crossing over means going beyond the boundary of what seems reasonable in the natural. In the Garden of Gethse​mane, in the extremity of the great prayer warfare that pre​ceded the Cross, Jesus crossed over into another realm of the spirit to fight the darkness for the future of the Church until he sweated great drops of blood (Luke 22:44). Gideon crossed over beyond the legitimate demand of the flesh motivated by a compelling desire to end the war. He was exhausted but still in pursuit. 
• Finding a prophetic realm beyond the approval of men 

The men of Succoth and Penuel deny them bread for sustenance (Iudges 8:5-9). There is no encouraging word offered by the brethren because they are locked in fear that Gideon might lose and the kings would return. Gideon fortifies himself by the decrees and prophetic utterances of his own mouth. He continually reminds himself of his destiny saying, "When I come back in peace .... "
The furthest reaches of great spiritual victories lie in a territory beyond popular and public assent. The realm of democratic approval in the Body of Christ that is traversed by the majority is far away from that distant land of path​ways walked by spiritual heroes of the faith. Inside the depths of God's will for global reformation of the Church, one does not encounter the sounds of great crowds or the babble of the religious marketplace.
Gideon enters a realm where the bread of the brethren is not offered, and the risk of pursuing kings of the dark domain without popular support is at maximum intensity. It is here that his prophetic declarations of his future vic​tory fill the air as he charges forward.
• The ultimate surprise for Satan 

Satan has completely underestimated the character of the reforming Church. He knows that we have never gone beyond the princes before and though he has lost many fighters he is secure in the camp:
Then Gideon went up by the road of those who dwell in tents on the east of Nobah and Jogbehah; and he attacked the anny while the camp felt secure. 

Judges 8:11
Satan's security is the result of the deception that grips him, produced by the completely incorrect opinion, that the Church is totally incapable of penetrating to the territory beyond the princes of Midian to do real damage to their kings. 

The Pursuit of Kings 

Probably the greatest strategy of the Lord in the bat​tles of the 21st century Church to bring in the closing of the ages is the impartation to the Church, through the apostles and prophets, of new mentalities that the enemy has never yet seen manifested in the Body of Christ. This is the point at which Gideon attacks and captures the two kings of the Midianites. Satan has killed so many who "resembled" the sons of kings (verse 18) that now he has the temerity to test the content of Gideon's character: 
So Zebah and Zalmunna said, "Rise yourself, and kill us; for as a man is, so is his strength." So Gideon arose and killed Zebah and Zalmunna, and took the crescent orna​ments that were on their camels' necks.
 Judges 8:21
So Gideon arose and killed ... 

Chapter 30
 Breaking Destructive Enemy Strategies
Acts 12:1-19
This is an incredible story of the power of prayer to break the plan of the enemy and to bring deliverance to the pe0​ple of God.
Herod begins to harass the church. Herod represents established strategies in which the domain of darkness has confidence. Herod the Great had attempted to kill Jesus by wiping out the children (Matthew 2:13-18), his son Herod the tetrarch slaughtered John the Baptist (Matthew 14:1-12), and now another Herod was continuing the fam​ily tradition of slaughter and attack on the things of God, He kills the apostle James with the sword and arrests Peter intending to kill him later.
In other words, the Herods represent a confirmed and established pattern of demonic activity in any reformation movement of the Kingdom of God within the parameters of the Church. It is based on intimidation and slaughter of all things birthed into the Earth from the will of God.
It is at this point that the saints begin to pray. In the natural, the situation appears hopeless. Peter is kept by a group of sixteen soldiers who constantly guard him. He is unshod, unclothed and kept behind two guard posts and an iron gate. This is the satanic strategy; to break our faith with apparently insurmountable odds. He locks the situa​tion up in an iron grip that he thinks nothing can break.
God strikes back with the prayers of the saints. Verse 5 says" constant prayer" was offered for him by the church. Two things must be noted:
• First, is the power of corporate activity. Although only some people gathered in the house of John's mother Mary, God accounted their prayer as the prayer of the "church". The prayer of the few was accepted by God as the amplified prayer of the whole church.
• Secondly the prayer was "constant." The Greek word here is "ektenos" derived from "ek" (out) and "teino" (to stretch). It is the word from which the English word "tension" and "strained" is derived. This was strong, "strained," "tensioned," and "stretched out" prayer released by the church to break established destructive strategies of the enemy flowing through the line of the Herods. By verse 23 Herod is struck by the angel of the Lord and eaten by worms until he dies. His death brings a release to the Church and the word of God grew and multiplied. 
Unlike the saints of the early Church in this recorded incident we must be established in quick believing that our prayers will bring the result. We have the benefit of all the recorded facts in the Word of God. They were learning of the power of their spiritual activity as they went along, but we operate with the benefit of foreknowledge. Let us con​tinue to pray with believing as we together stretch out in "constant prayer" as we break destructive enemy strategies. 

Chapter 31
Breaking Intimidating Powers
2 Chronicles 32:1-23;2 Kings 18:17-37;19:1-37
Sennacherib represents satan's response to a powerful move of reformation in Hezekiah's day. He encamps against the fortified cities and his "purpose is to make war against Jerusalem." His chosen method is intimidation "to frighten and trouble them that they might take the city" (2 Chronicles 32:18). The entire strategy of the attack of Sennacherib is to break the confidence of the people in the accuracy and power of Hezekiah's reforms. Satan has heard the declarations of the people of their ability and willingness to fight and he comes directly against this. "You speak of having plans and power for war, but they are mere words. And in whom do you trust that you rebel against me" (2 Kings 18:20)?
Satan is an arrogant spirit. He has the temerity to oppose the reformation move of God. His method is the same in our day also. He considers any Kingdom advance of the Church to be a rebellion against him. Indeed it is, for every reformation move of God in the Body of Christ is an open declaration of warfare against encircling religious spirits that want to keep the will of the Church captive.
In the book of Ezra Chapter 4, the enemies of the refor​mation move in Jerusalem send a letter to king Artaxerxes condemning the building initiative in Jerusalem hoping to incite the king to order the stoppage of the work. This letter represents present-day demonic initiatives against apostolic building work in the Church. In verse 15, satan's agents report: 
that search may be made in the book of the records of your fathers. And you will find in the book of the records and know that this city is a rebellious city, hannful to kings and provinces, and that they have incited sedition within the city in former times, for which cause this city was destroyed.
We inform the king that if this city is rebuilt and its walls are completed, the result will be that you will have no dominion beyond the River. 

Ezra 4:15,16 

In satan's twisted mind all Kingdom building is rebel​lion, but even he admits that Kingdom advance and apos​tolic building is detrimental and harmful to the positions of principalities and powers in his dark realm. The issue is the preservation of dominion.
Hezekiah responds immediately in several ways:
• He blocks up the external springs and diverts the water into the city. He removes any source of strength and continuance from the invading army (2 Chroni​cles 32:3,4;2 Kings 20:20). There was nothing in the spiritual environment of Hezekiah's church that would give support to the invading spirits of dark​ness. The hearts of the people were purified unto the purpose of God and there was a great gathering together to resist Sennacherib's forces.
• He fortifies and builds walls. All the broken walls were repaired and raised up to the level of the tow​ers (2 Chronicles 32:5). The old wall now became almost a continuous tower around the city. In addi​tion Hezekiah built an entirely new wall encircling the old one. He doubled his walls and fortifications and prepared weapons in abundance. Judah was on red alert with every warrior supplied and ready to fight. 

• He greatly encouraged the people and strengthened them to believe in the absolute power of God. 
Then he prayed (2 Kings 19:15-18) to a God who is the maker of heaven and earth. It is a "prayer of proving" that God would demonstrate Himself in the midst of His ene​mies. Hezekiah does not deny that there is natural evi​dence of Sennacherib's power. He has laid waste to nations and lands but our God is the true God. He requires God to demonstrate that all the kingdoms of the Earth would know the reality of our God. This too is our prayer. God hears and sends an angel who wipes out 185,000 men of Sennacherib's army in one night, breaking his power with one word of His command. 

Chapter 32
Opening Windows in Babylon
Daniel 6
Daniel is progressing powerfully towards a governmental position in the kingdom of Babylon. He is one of the three governors over the realm and in the midst of the three, he is distinguishing himself so that the king is thinking of set​ting him over the entire governmental structure of Babylon. There is a clear mandate to rule upon him, and he is exploring and exploiting all of the resources of his calling. The inevitable attack of the enemy comes to destroy what satan perceives to be the prime agency of his upward movement and the source of his security and power in the hostile envi​ronment of Babylon, his power to pray.
The enemy attempts to shut Daniel down for thirty days and tries to impose limits on his governing power by unbreakable Persian decrees. Daniel strikes back by instantly moving into a high degree of powerful prayer and the intense life-threatening battle is joined in the midst of Babylon. 
The main action takes place within the environs of Daniel's little prayer room but the impact has nation-shaking power and reach. This is a clear reminder to us that the local​ized nature of our prayer struggles as we break "unbreakable" decrees of the enemy around the nations of the world, must be filled with a clear awareness that from the small spot in which we pray, great momentous movements take place on a much wider scale than we can imagine. 

Three things can be noted about Daniel's breakthrough prayer response:
• First, Daniel's praying was with deliberate intent. 

"When Daniel knew that the writing was signed ... ", he immediately entered into prayer. He instantly attacked the spirit of intimidation that was released against him in full knowledge of deliberate action.
• Second, he prayed towards Jerusalem. The open​ing of his windows to Jerusalem from which he had been taken as a young boy, indicates that he was not enslaved by the Babylonian system even though he was living in Babylon. His prayer had broken him free from limiting mentalities. He prayed with the spirit of one living free in the city of God even though he was, in the flesh, captive in Babylon. What a lesson for us, jhe warrior princes of God, living in the Babylon of the earth yet praying with the mentality, the grace, the fer​vor, and the freedom of Jerusalem "that is above" (Galatians 4:26).
• Third, his prayer was with great intensity. Three times that same day on his knees he blasted pre​vailing prayers out of Babylon towards the throne of God. The consistency of his performance was maintained even though he was under great intimidation and attack. He had developed a "custom" (verse 10) and now the discipline and consistency of his development supported him in times of great stress. At the end he could say, "1 was found innocent before Him .... " 

Chapter 33
The Spoils of Battle
1 Samuel 30
Throughout the entire Bible we see that the result of the bat​.1 tie was the taking of spoil. In some cases it was the seizing of the enemy's livestock, or sometimes gold and precious jew​elry, expensive clothing, or other valuable items. It is a spirit​ual principle; the bitter battle brings rewards, the bigger and more powerful the foe, the greater are the spoils of war.
When the Israelis came out of servitude in Egypt after the tremendous spiritual battle waged by Moses against the dark forces and the Pharonic gods of Egypt, God allowed them to come out with great wealth. Exodus 12:36 indi​cates that they "spoiled" the Egyptians (AV). The NKJ says they "plundered" the Egyptians, indicating the force and impetus of the seizure of their goods. The Egyptian spoil was not given merrily but under the pressure of the recently concluded battle. It was this plunder that God commanded Moses to use to beautify the Tabernacle in the wilderness.
In 1 Samuel 30, David returns to find that Ziklag has been stripped by the Amalekites. The Amalekites are old enemies, representing a satanic strategy of destroying those who do not walk strongly and securely in the purposes of God (Deuteronomy 25:17,18). The Amalekites also allied with the Midianites in Judges to wipe out the productivity of the people of God and reduce them to poverty and fear (judges 6:3,4).
First, David hears accurately from God by consulting the ephod (the approved method of divine guidance in those days along with the prophet). He then goes out to battle armed with the proper mentality for spiritual war. He pursues in spite of exhaustion, highly motivated to overtake and destroy. In the end, David has the victory and seizes the spoil of the Amalekites. 
Within David's own camp is a subversive satanic ele​ment (verse 22) called "wicked and worthless men" (NKJ) or the "sons of Belial" (AV). This demonic principle seeks to destroy from within by bringing in a spirit of selfishness, attacking the apostolic principle of distribution in David's heart. This strategy also seeks to divide the host, to estab​lish inequalities and to lay an evil foundation in Israel that the victory must be ascribed directly to the efforts of those who actively participated only. They say, "Those who did not go with us will not receive any of the spoil .... " 
David destroys this demonic seduction and attack by establishing a statute and ordinance in Israel which became law from that day forward. A decree by the king is spiritual technology for patterns of spiritual activity today in our own mighty battles against the "Amalekite" spirit. These principles are living principles for us. "We shall not do so with what the Lord has given us who has preserved and delivered into our hand the troop that came against us."
We must continue to distribute to our brethren as David did (1 Samuel 30:26-31). We will hold back none of the spoil: revelation, relationship, enablement, support, vision, accuracy in the things of God, announcements of the "now" directions of God in the Earth, finances, patterns for breakthroughs, rebukes and reprovings, and the release of the apostolic power to build in all of the territories in which we have been allocated "measure" by the Lord. 

Part 7
The Activity of Angels

Chapter 34
Angels in the Prayer Warfare Part I:
The Word of Release
Hebrews 1:13,14;

Psalm 103:20,21;Psalm 91:9-13

The statements of Hebrews 1:14 are made specifically in the context of the global and cosmic warfare. Jesus has been made to sit at the right hand (representing authority and power) of the Father but His enemies are being crushed and made His footstool in the Earth. The primary mandate for this warfare is not being carried out by angels but by the Church. The angels are only ministering spirits dispatched by heavenly command to minister for those who are the heirs of salvation.
The Greek word "for" (dia: Greek) is very important. 

It indicates that there are two levels of sending in angelic activity. First heaven sends them to us to serve us, the Church, and then they minister for (dia) us as we release them to perform their invisible spiritual functions in the warfare. But how exactly do we do this? What is the tech​nology of this second sending?
In Psalm 103:20,21, the technology is further revealed.
Bless the LORD, you His angels, who excel in strength, who do His word, Heeding the voice of His word.
Bless the LORD, all you His hosts, you ministers of His, who do His pleasure. 

Psalms 103:20,21 

The angels, we are told, excel in strength. The word "excel" is derived from a Hebrew word meaning warrior or tyrant. Our angels are not weak little pacifist spirits singing sweetly on a harp. They are incredibly dangerous and powerful spiritual entities who "excel" in strength. Their warfare is explosive and strong. We must know this about our countless allies.
They are action oriented angels. They do His word. 

Their strength is released in active doing. But there is something very important about the mechanism for releas​ing their powerful doings. We are told in verse 20 that they heed the voice of His word. This is the secret of the angelic technology. They do not respond to the divine intent of God by itself, but they need the spoken word of God to be released. The word "heed" is a Hebrew word that means "to hear intelligently with an implication of instant obedience in action." The word "voice" means in its basic Hebrew application "to call aloud," and "word" here is the Hebrew word "dabar:" a thing spoken forth.
What is the wonderful implication here of angelic release? These mighty warring exceedingly strong angels who are obedient to act instantly in agreement with divine intent, will hear intelligently and obey in powerful action when the word in the mind of God is uttered forth aloud through human lips in the Earth. They minister for us the Church. If we speak out the thing that is in the mind of God, then the angelic powers in the spirit realm with praises and blessing on their lips go out to fight and win.
Not only do they advance the battle for us, they also act as a security force in the spirit realm to guard against enemy backlash as we attack the ranks of the powers of darkness. God issues a specific command on this:
For He shall give His angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways. 

In their hands they shall bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone.
You shall tread upon the lion and the cobra, the young lion and the serpent you shall trample underfoot. 
Psalms 91:11-13 
So let us go out to tread on "lions and cobras" and destroy them underfoot in the global war secure in the understanding that the allies are already at work! 

Chapter 35

Angels in the Prayer Warfare Part II:
Encirclements of Power
Exodus 23:20-23; Exodus 33:2

Psalm 34:7; Psalm 35:5,6

The passage of the Israeli people out of bondage in Egypt into the land promised to them by God, was in fact an act of high warfare by God against the principalities that had imprisoned them, in order to cut off the fulfillment of the intents of God in the Earth. Demon powers were assigned to destroy their progress and to discourage, disrupt, and divert them. Angelic activity constantly surrounded them in the battle to ensure the success of God's plan. As it was then so it is today.
In Exodus 23:20, the angel was to keep (guard, protect) them in the way and to break all oppositions against them to bring them into the place which God had prepared. Today God has also prepared for us a place that He wants to bring us into as a Church. We have many weapons which we use with authority and full force against the enemy.
We can blast our enemy with prophetic prayers, proclamations and decrees, prayers of agreement with the will of God, high praise and warfare songs of Zion, revela​tion and understanding, covenants of submission, and obe​dience to the will of God. We can destroy him with the Kingdom power to bind and to loose, strong accurate pray​ing in tongues, and many other weapons which we now have at our disposal. But still today, as it was then long ago, our angelic battalions enduringly and faithfully blast out a way forward out of the darkness of the oppositions of the enemy. God still "cuts off" the enemies (Exodus 23:23).
We must remember that our angels are timeless and function in a realm outside of Earth's limitations. They go before us to drive out the "ites" of the land (Exodus 33:2). 

 Right now angelic activity is taking place in our "tomor​row battles" to ensure that when we arrive there to fight that the victory is totally secure. All of this gives us great confidence in the war.
Psalm 34:7 tells us that the angel of the Lord encamps or encircles with powerful spiritual defensive activity around all those who reverence the person and presence of the Lord and also delivers them. The Hebrew word trans​lated "delivers" means not only to remove or withdraw but also to arm for war or to equip."
Psalm 35 is a psalm written by David as a cry to the Lord, the Avenger of His people. Here he proclaims a decreed curse against all dark powers who plot against him and seek his life. Again it is the angels who" chase" them:
Let those be put to shame and brought to dishonor who seek after my life; let those be turned back and brought to confusion who plot my hurt. 

Let them be like chaff before the wind, and let the angel of the LORD chase them. 

Let their way be dark and slippery, and let the angel of the LORD pursue them. 

Psalms 35:4-6
Chase is the Hebrew word "dachah:" to push down violently or to cast out. Violent angelic activity is here revealed by David the prayer warrior in this psalm, as the angel of the Lord pursues the foes of the king and causes destruction to come upon them suddenly.
Like David we proclaim against our spiritual enemies, "Let their way be dark and slippery and let the angel of the Lord pursue them." We however will go forward into increasing light. 

Chapter 36
Angels in the Prayer Warfare Part III:

The True Princes of the Heavens
Daniel l0
This is probably one of the most awesome accounts of angelic intervention in the affairs of the Earth that is recorded in the entire Bible. Here God pulls back the screens and reveals to us the hidden realities of the operations of the spirit realm, and the secret technology of how the prayers of a powerful saint can effect change, movement, and release of the purpose of God in the matters of the Earth.
For three weeks Daniel has been praying with no apparent answer (verse 3). However he is persevering in the prayer warfare. Great prayer strength is the ability to fight on in the spirit without the immediate validation to our senses that is provided by quick result. The mighty heroes of old walked more comfortably in the realm of faith than that of sight. Hebrews says, "Faith is the evi​dence of things not seen ... " (Hebrews 11:2). Joseph crossed the border of death in his faith and decreed the future rest​ing place of his bones (Hebrews 11:22). Moses refused to be associated with Pharaoh because he "looked to" a reward which was as yet not manifested.
Daniel is blasting deep into the purpose of God purely by faith; day after day he is calling upon the Lord, decree​ing the end of the incarceration in Babylon, breaking the 

stronghold of the Babylonian spirit and drawing a mani​fested response from the spirit realm.
A majestic angel turns up suddenly one day. He is a great warrior who looks like bronze armor, flashes like light​nings, burns like fire, and sounds like a rampant army! What a powerful angel to pull from the heavens! What great prayers caused this powerful manifestation!
He reveals the technology of his appearing. "1 have come because of your words ..." (verse 12). Here is the secret. The angel has arrived not because of Daniel's hopes, dreams or unexpressed intentions but because of his expressed, prophetic words spoken out loud in the place of prevailing prayer. 

Daniel's words have caused a warfare to begin in the heavens. The utterance of his prayer has caused the most majestic release of angelic power in the air. Michael," one of the chief princes" was released into the battle. Daniel's prayer has governing power and has brought a governing response. Satan has mobilized great powers also to counter the holy war started by the words of a powerful pray-er on the Earth. Whole demonic kingdoms are on the move, mobilizing in wicked response. The demonic prince of Per​sia has been overthrown by angelic battalions and revolt, insurrection, and displacement are taking place in the demonic spirit realm, as the prince of Greece is moved into Persia's fallen position in a desperate attempt to buttress satan's shattered positions.
At the core of this release of power, divine purpose, and revelation knowledge of coming events, lies the pur​poseful, dominating prayer of the Daniel people, today's mighty Church. 

Part 8 Prayer
 Technology

Chapter 37
Principles for Governmental Prayer
Isaiah 62
For Zion's sake I will not hold My peace, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a lamp that bums. 

The Gentiles shall see your righteousness, and all kings your glory. You shall be called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD will name.
You shall also be a crown of glory in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
You shall no longer be termed Forsaken, nor shall your land any more be termed Desolate; but you shall be called Hephzibah, and your land Beulah; for the LORD delights in you, and your land shall be married. 

Isaiah 62:14
Governmental prayer is a strong prayer cooperation between the Lord's clearly proclaimed eternal intent and human action in prayer on the Earth.
In verses 1-5, 8:9, 11, 12, the Lord's intent and desire for Jerusalem to be "crown of glory," and "a royal diadem in the hand of the Lord" is clearly proclaimed. These verses have a spiritual application for the global Church of the present time. Sandwiched in these verses is the activity that really causes such desires to be birthed in the Earth. The watchmen on the walls begin their persistent cry unto the Lord. 

The great dynamic here is the extent of accuracy with which the human activity on Earth can, with discernment, power and positive endurance, align itself with what has been proclaimed from the heavens. Apostolic reality occurs at the points in human history at which the prophetic intent of God is birthed into the Earth in profound human action.
In a sense the prophetic and the apostolic are alternate sides of the same coin. In Acts Chapter 2, Peter the apostle stands at the birthing point of the great apostolic church of the book of Acts of the Apostles. The Holy Spirit has fallen upon the disciples in the midst of the great international gathering that was the Feast of Pentecost. In the midst of an attempt by the enemy to misdirect the spiritual signifi​cance of the moment Peter declares:
Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my words. 
For these are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day.
But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel. 

Acts 2:14-16
Peter declares the activity on the streets of Jerusalem to be the earthing of a prophetic decree of God spoken more than 700 years earlier through the lips of the prophet Joel, "This is that ...." Apostolic reality is created where the prophetic word earths itself in open manifestation. This is the inner power of the governmental dimension of apos​tolic prayer. These watchmen demand open manifestation of prophetic substance in line with the desires of God.
The Activity of the Watchmen 

The word "watchmen" suggests a perceptive and vig​ilant activity. They are set on the wall by the Lord Himself. They are commissioned with purpose. They have a sense of responsibility, they take care of things, they are able to retain or to hold strongly to a purpose. All these meanings are suggested in the Hebrew word translated "watchman." 

They are instructed by the Lord to make a noise and give Him no rest (verse 7) until His purpose comes to pass. God wants governmental prayers to demand of heaven. He wants us to strongly challenge Him to bring His word to pass. We can not cease until Jerusalem (the Church) is a praise in the Earth.
Such prayer is an aggressive directional action against dark spiritual powers. We are to go through the gates (verse 10). Gates always represent forces of positioned authority. These spiritual authorities which resist the declared purpose of God must be broken clear through. 
Such prayer is pioneering work which gives the Body a place to function from at a higher level. We are building a highway for the people (verse 10). Governmental pray-er people are GOO's bulldozers clearing new ground of experi​ence and spiritual function for the Church. We break stones and other spiritual resistances and lift up a banner of vic​tory for the nations. 

Chapter 38
The Power of Agreement
Throughout the pages of the book of Acts we see the early .1 Church actively entering into the power released when they came into active and deliberate oneness in action and spirit to release the power of the Holy Ghost. Let's look at what oneness produced:
• The revelation and wisdom to replace Judas in the original apostolic company:
These all continued with one accord in prayer and sup​plication, with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers. 

Acts 1:14 

• Human readiness for the spectacular arrival of the Holy Spirit upon the Earth as promised by Jesus: 
When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 

Acts 2:1
• Creating a level of Christian community that pro​duced apostolic signs and wonders and the daily increase of the Church:
So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart. 

Acts 2:46 

• A basis for powerful governmental prayer that caused divine impartations of boldness and crushed the spirit of intimidation that came against the Church:
So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with one accord and said: "Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in them." 

Acts 4:24
• A proliferation of signs and wonders being done among the people by the apostles:
And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people. And they were all with one accord in Solomon's Porch. 

Acts 5:U 

• The ground for apostolic decision making that put divine order and structure into the emerging church at Antioch and related areas:
it seemed good to us, being assembled with one accord, to send chosen men to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul. 

Acts 15:25 
It is clear that being in one accord was the ground out of which all kinds of powerful spiritual activity was pro​duced in the Acts church. 

In Matthew 18:19, Jesus says that agreement on the Earth moves the hand of Father in heaven. 
"Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth con​cerning anything that they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven." 

Matthew 18:19
It is a powerful principle of aggressive, productive prayer. Here the word" agree" comes from the Greek word "sumphoneo" from which the word "symphony" is derived. The word means "to sound together" or "to make one common noise," to be in harmony. 

When governmental prayer is filled with the sweet​ness of one sound, hearts that joyfully agree together to bring the thing to pass, and with a common understanding that we work together with God for His purpose, then the will of God will be mightily done. 

Chapter 39 
Cornelius Connections
Acts 10
Many years ago a prophet ministered to me and proph​esied that he heard the word "Cornelius" being spoken over me in the spirit. For a long time the word did not make any sense relative to what we were doing. While sitting in my room in a London hotel a few years later, suddenly by the Spirit, I received a measure of understanding and revelation release for the meaning of that prophecy to our ministry. 
Cornelius is a Gentile living outside the regulated covenant promises of the Jewish people. However he is a strong pray-er and giver who operates in the realm of con​sistency and generosity in the things of God. He leads his whole household into the dimension of his hunger for God and his spiritual thrust has broken all cultural barriers in his life. He is a Roman military officer of the Italian Regi​ment reaching out beyond his cultural and psychological limitations to touch the God of the heavens. 
Suddenly one day he is visited by an angel who calls him by name and tells him that his prayer has reached the ear of God and has come up as a memorial before Him. What an awesome revelation for a devout pray-er and what a message to us of the technological power and pos​sibility of the prayers that come forth from our mouth! This statement from the angel is a report from the spirit​realm that defines the outer perimeters of powerful prayer, our prevailing efforts reaching the throne and bringing clear, manifest response from God right here in the Earth.
His prayer creates divine connections on an apostolic level. Every resource of God in the realm of the spirit is suddenly switched on to effect the meeting of two men in the Earth. Angelic visitations, visions, trances, and voices out of the spirit begin to take hold of the circumstances and mentalities of these two men who have never met each other, who live in separate physical locations but are being drawn together by the direct operation of God. 
His praying opens up accurate speakings and instruc​tions from heaven and knits together the purpose of the Lord over a territory and a people. Peter comes to Cornelius' house, begins to speak and is overtaken by a sovereign and spontaneous move of the Spirit of God. These two strangers in the natural realm, but brothers in the purposes of God, meeting physically in Cornelius' house, provide a "switch" for the release of a new dimension of divine purpose in the Earth. The result is an apostolic breakthrough to the Gen​tiles. Cornelius' house is the starting place of moves of God which Paul later walked strongly in as the apostle to the Gentiles. Cornelius is a powerful catalyst ministry for connections which change the direction of God's apostolic purpose.
It literally boggles the mind to think of what God may have in store in terms of accurate movings of the Spirit as men submit their wills to Him and pray through to the place of "Cornelius Connections." This is an awesome tool for the purpose-driven advance of the Kingdom here on Earth, as prayer brings birthings of accurate joining of covenants between ministries.
A major point in understanding the relevance of Cor​nelius is that it took human receptivity, human obedience, and the breaking of ungodly traditional mindsets to release the sovereign dimension of the move of God that was to come. The challenge to Peter was to move outside the lim​itation of culture, tradition and every world-based human limitation to receive information and frequencies from the Spirit which he could not hear or receive before. With a new level of hearing comes a new level of operation and divine empowerment. While Peter spoke, the Holy Spirit sovereignty fell and was poured out "on the Gentiles also." 
We must recognize the Cornelius dimension in our governmental prayer ministry. We must pray for divine connections with God's present day apostles and with apostolic movings in the nations of the Earth for accuracy in human action and the breaking of unclean mindsets that sovereign releases of God may occur in the nations. 

Chapter 40 Effective Praying
James 5:16,17
One of our major concerns, if we are to excel in the realm of strong governmental prayer, is whether our prayers really are effective in bringing forth what is intended by the Lord. This is an issue that has to be settled once and for all in our minds. 
Prayer is a spiritual activity. The force of our prayer is felt first in the realm that our eyes cannot see and having been effective there then the results are seen in the realm of visible things. By faith we must be able to forcefully lay hold on this truth, so that our believing does not become weakened if there is a time lapse between the time of pray​ing in the spirit realm and the time of manifestation in the flesh realm. 
James says this: the effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails and produces results. There are sev​eral necessary keys to note here: 
Prayer Must Be Effective and Fiery 

The word used here is "energeo:" to be operative, to be at work, to put forth power. This word captures the dynamic dimension of the activity of prayer. It identifies the reality that prayer is raw spiritual energy harnessed and released. It is more than a religious exercise fulfilling righteousness through the form of ritual. Prayer has momentum. It is literally spiritual dynamite that can wreak havoc on the dark forces of the spirit realm. It can work and release power in the reality of the other realm. Prayer puts forth power when it is prayed from a position of con​fidence, strength and governance. The pray-er must move powerfully in the position that he is in line with the desires of Christ. The spirit of the Lord within the pray-er must be thoroughly stirred into action during prayer and must be flashing with the fire of faith.
The Pray-er Must Be Righteous 

Firstly, "righteous" here means a heart connection to the plans and purposes of God. It identifies a position that has come to be wholly in line with God's will. When Elijah prayed for a drought it was not out of vindictiveness, but out of a genuine desire to see the glory of God return to Israel. He brought his nature in line with the nature and desires of God. He knew he was God's tool for change. 
Secondly, the word has a meaning in a judicial sense.
It applies to one whose has come to a place of passing right judgement from a place of accuracy and conforming to the mind of God. It describes prayer that has the power to pass sentence unsoiled by human partisanship. It contains connotations of clarity and transparency in action proceed​ing from a heart that is brought to stillness through right​ness and justice.
This is the operating centre of the power of govern​mental prayer. Elijah could judge Israel in withholding the rain and his prayer could powerfully bring divine response because Elijah's heart was as clear of vindictiveness as pure light. This was the fiery, miracle-producing power prayer of a man judging rightly and justly in the land.
Let us take our position in prayer, not one of weak​ness but of power in the knowledge that we work with God to produce change for His purpose. 

Chapter 41
The Name of Jesus
John 14:12-14
The Reality of Unsurpassed Expectation
Strong prayer in the Name of Jesus is a spiritual operation that is lethal to the kingdom of darkness. Jesus assures us that works are important. Here Jesus seasons the atmosphere of the prayer activity with the promise of visible productivity. It is absolutely important to the success of our activity, that in our mentality there is a direct and irreversible linking of the manifestation of works to the activity of prayer. The clear reality is that prayer produces. Our satanic foes will try to dull in our hearts this linkage of life and remove from us this spark of realization. But it is vital that in the prayer warfare that we see activity and things produced in the Kingdom through our prayer. Works and spiritual operations produced through prayer are a natural part of our faith relationship with Jesus. 
In fact this real faith relationship causes a works explo​sion, an entering into "greater works" than He has done, not only in extent of miraculous power, but also in geo​graphical reach and worldwide scope of all Kingdom activ​ity. We are encouraged to allow our thinking to accept out​doing even Jesus in the scope of our productivity in the Earth. The Church must return to this freely given dimen​sion of surpassing boldness and acceptance of full produc​tivity in Kingdom work. This is a vital position that we must reclaim from the enemy. It has been robbed from us and we have become limited in our scope and vastly diminished in our levels of expectation. To return to gov​ernmental prayer is to return to full capacity and opera​tional strength. 
These are biblically promised realities that we reach for. It is in this context and to those possessed of this understanding that Jesus promises that whatever we ask in His name that He will actively move to accomplish. I will do it, He says.
John 15:14-16 Relationship is the

Vital Atmosphere of Prayer Power
There are other important factors indicated here. 

Relationship is the vital air supply to the life of powerful governmental prayer. We are friends not just slaves or ser​vants. We have unparalleled access to information because all that He has heard from the Father He shares with us. Powerful prayer proceeds in the dimension of knowing and the dismissal of ignorance. There is no need to second guess ourselves. The power of our confidence of access to the heart, mind, and ultimate intentions of God produce an irresistible thrust forward in the prayer effort.
Friends trust each other and mutually participate in joint activity to make the partnership real. If we fulfill com​mand and activate purpose then we are friends (verse 14). Friends have clear prophetic access to the activities of the Lord. His ways and intentions are not hidden from us. We can discern and pray accurately in the will of God (verse 15). Servants do not have such access.
Friends are appointed and chosen to abound in the Kingdom and to produce moves of God that will be effec​tive and lasting. Friends have the authority of appoint​ment and personal choosing. Their identity is clear of con​fusion; they know who they are and have a clear percep​tion of what they are expected to do. They cannot be misdirected by the deception of the enemy. They are fruit​focused and productivity-oriented and they know beyond a doubt that their fruit shall remain. Friends have the priv​ilege to ask "whatever" of the Father in the name of Jesus and to have their prayers answered. This is not the right of servants but of Kingdom-loving, heart-obedient, Jesus​appointed, purpose-producing friends. 

Chapter 42
Guidelines for Praying Through

James 5:17,18
These verses do not tell an illustrative story, they describe .1 an actual incident that occurred in the life of Elijah, which God holds up to us as an example and indicator of spiritual realities that exist in the world today. These realities can be operated and released by aware modern saints.
Elijah's nature was just like ours. He had no special endowment or special abilities in personality or character that would allow us to make him an unusual and peculiar exception to the rule. He overcame the same deadening effects of doubt in his heart, the same voices of the enemy in our minds that certain things cannot happen, the same sudden lancing attacks from demonic principalities that perhaps God will not respond to our prayer on a certain occasion, but he conquered all these in the heat of the bat​tle of prayer. Let us identify several characteristics in the victorious prayer effort of Elijah that we can certainly oper​ate in today: 
He Was A Bold Speaker: 

Elijah spoke of God's exploits before he had any evi​dence of their occurrence. He could hear the sound (in the spirit) before the event (in the natural). He could seem​ingly inhabit both realms because his inner definition of reality did not cut him off from the realm where the acts of God first take place. Yet he was not arrogant as he bowed in prayer before God.
He Was An "Earnest" Prayer: 

He shut off the invading thoughts and pressed in with a spirit stirred with zeal. He did not retreat into compla​cencyand cancerous wondering which is really unbelief. Strong prayer must proceed out of a spirit on fire for God. It is the strength of the inner man that determines the dimension of penetration contained in the prayer. His prayer was not outwardly placid but was violent and filled with spiritual effort and inward violence. 
He Prayed In Continuous Expectancy: 

He checked for evidence even while he prayed. His faith was a "now" faith. He was caught up in the grip of present and immediate productivity. His prayer was not disconnected from the reality of the situation. In his mind there was a strong connection between the spiritual effort and the natural, real result. He drew a line that joined both worlds. In Elijah's world, to pray was to see the inevitable result. 
He Could Press In Prayer 

Even While the Evidence Seemed to Delay: 

Seven times Elijah sent the servant out to look for clouds and saw nothing. Lack of result in the short term did not mean that no result would come. His persistent faith was much stronger than the delay in outward mani​festation. His inward reality was more massive and pow​erful than the configuration of external circumstances. Eli​jah continued to batter through until result was birthed. He knew he had the power to cause reality shifts. 
He Knew When To Stop Praying: 

Only when he saw the result did he stop and not one second before. He continued until his own eyes in the natural validated the reality that had been birthed in the spirit. To Elijah, the result of prayer was an observable henomenon. Actual, measurable natural occurrence was the only answer he ever accepted.
Chapter 43
The Incense of Prayer:
Fire Into the Earth

Revelation 5:8; 8:1-5
These verses tell us of the astonishing impact of prayers ~ having ascended from the Earth and arrived at their objec​tive in heaven. Each time the angels move to a new dimen​sion of the progressive unfolding of the end-time events, the prayers of the saints are offered as incense before the throne of God. It is clear that utterances from the Earth help create the heavenly atmosphere in which God acts with mighty power. The prayers in heaven offered as incense in golden bowls, represent the authority of our participation in the end​time unfolding, and the reality of our partnership with God as things determined in heaven from the beginning work themselves out on Earth.
These verses in Revelation bring a further dimension of definition to our understanding to the mysterious dynam​ics of prayer and take its governmental power into the cos​mic realms of the outworked global purpose of God. Prayer is a direct communication between the two realms and is much more than simply words uttered upon the Earth. 
In these verses in Revelation, the prayer incense rises before God from the angel's hand and brings a definite response from the throne. Fire is tossed into the Earth from the altar and there are physical manifestation of noises, thunderings, lightnings, and earthquakes. The physical occurrences in the Earth that are the visible signs of a planet in the convulsions of the end-time, all have their substance in the words lifted up to the heavens as the saints pray.
Incense: A Significant Factor 

Incense was used throughout the Old Testament as a means of communicating with God. In Exodus 30:1-8, Moses was required to make an altar of incense covered in royal gold which was placed before the ark of the Testi​mony "where I will meet with you." It was a meeting place with God scented with "perpetual incense ... through​out your generations." Even the composition of the incense (prayers) was carefully stipulated by God. 

And the LORD said to Moses: "Take sweet spices, stade and onycha and galbanum, and pure frankincense with these sweet spices; there shall be equal amounts of each. 

You shall make of these an incense, a compound accord​ing to the art of the perfumer, salted, pure, and holy. 

And you shall beat some of it very fine, and put some of it before the Testimony in the tabemacle of meeting where I will meet with you. It shall be most holy to you. 

But as for the incense which you shall make, you shall not make any for yourselves, according to its composition. It shall be to you holy for the LORD. 

Whoever makes any like it, to smell it, he shall be cut off from his people." 

Exodus 30:34-38
It was balanced in its makeup (verse 34) made up of equal parts of precious things. It was mixed together with deliberate skill according to the art of the perfumer (verse 35) and the incense that was brought before the Testimony had to be beaten "very fine" to represent the excellence of the meeting place. The incense was reserved only for God. It was holy unto the Lord (verse 37). The people were forbidden to use the sweet-smelling incense for personal use. Death was stipulated as the required punishment. These prayers that the incense represent could not be selfishly manipu​lated for personal gain and ambition. 
In Leviticus 16:11-13, Aaron, when he made atone​ment for the people and approached the glory of God, brought with him "sweet incense beaten fine" and smok​ing before the veil to protect his own life.
Let us offer our own incense/prayers before the pres​ence of God and cause great fire to fall from heaven into the Earth. 
Let my prayer be set before You as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

Psalm 141:2 

Chapter 44
The Gethsemane Perimeter

Matthew 26:36-46
Gethsemane" means "the olive press." The actual location of this place of prayer was in the middle of a cul​tivated grove of olive trees, which represents the ordered cor​porate life of the Church. In the grove was the place where the olives were pressed. to extract the oil which throughout the Word of God represents the anointing of the Holy Spirit. It was this place that Jesus chose to prophetically demonstrate the ultimate power of prayer on earth and to execute the deepest expression of commitment to the demands of the will of His Father in heaven. The lessons here are enormous and deep: the implications for a further understanding of the power and significance of governmental prayer into the pur​pose of God are profound and solemn.
Jesus is facing the very purpose for which He came to the Earth. He has preached, cast out devils, healed the sick, and had great fellowship with the disciples He has called, but he never lost sight of the fact that he was pro​gressing toward the ultimate of His call and purpose in the Earth. The prayer of Gethsemane is not the prayer of a weak​ened, fainting Christ or of an uncertain Savior. Here Jesus is negotiating His way into the furthest reaches of the depths of His Father's will for His life.
The Perimeters of Prayer 

Notice how he establishes different degrees of prayer perimeters. He first leaves the general company of the disciples sitting at the entrance to the place Gethsemane, tak​ing Peter, James, and John (the sons of Thunder) into a deeper environment of the prayer warfare for the ultimate in the will of God. There is a dimension of sorrow in the deeper things of God. Pressing into ultimate purposes is not frivolous or light activity. Insight brings to the aware believer a burden of knowledge. Throughout the Old Testament the great prophets of the past both heard the word of the Lord to them and felt it come upon them as a burden to be carried in their spirits. Solomon understood the spiritual responsibility of entering into the unfolding mind of God:
For in much wisdom is much grief, and he who increases knowledge increases sorrow. 

Ecclesiastes 1:18 

Then Jesus Himself "goes a little farther" to a perime​ter beyond the sorrowing of His soul (verse 38) and begins to wrestle in the environment where the extremities of His own will are made subject to the will of God.
Peter and the sons of Thunder who have followed Him past the perimeter of the other nine disciples prove to be too weak to survive in this new territory and so they never view and participate in the greatest birthing of heroic action the Earth has ever seen - Jesus preparing to enter a supreme cosmic battle against the powers of darkness. They fall asleep.
This dimension requires much more than a willing spirit; it also demands flesh that has been purified and brought to a place of such submission that it obeys the hunger of the spirit as we draw near to God and execute His plans for the end. We cannot, like Peter and his friends, fall asleep in the last hour because the discipline is lacking in any dimension of our life. Only totally formed and matured believers can walk strongly in the prayer demands of the last hour of birthing the events of the end. Gethse​mane is the spiritual place where the purity of the anoint​ing is pressed from our life. 
We are called into the deeper purposes of God and we must not fall asleep and rest (verse 45). We must progress toward the ultimate Gethsemane Perimeter where the great battles, the great anointings, the great sovereign moves of God, the great accuracy in the purposes of God, and the great release of His perfect will lie available for those who will "go a little further" with the Lord in pre​vailing governmental prayer. 

Chapter 45
The Powerful Prayers of the Saints

Revelation 5:1-10;8:1-6
John the apostle is in the midst of the greatest spiritual experience of his life. He is now an old man, exiled on the island of Patmos for his declaration of the eternal faith, and God is revealing to him in the prophetic pictures of a spirit​ual vision details of events that will take place at the end of the age. Revelation is a mysterious book because God has as yet not fully released the understanding of what has been written by John, but we are swiftly progressing to a position of the unfolding of John's mystery.
Chapter 5 can be called the "unlocking" chapter. It is the beginning of processes that will culminate in the end of all things and the appearance of the Lord in the Earth. The awesome events of the end time are written in a scroll which has been sealed with seven seals. The number seven represents utter completeness. The cry in heaven is ,I for a person to prevail to break the seals and release the understanding and the performance of the events that will begin the progression to the end. In the end only the Lamb of God, Jesus Himself, is found worthy to break the seals and release the timetable of occurrences on the Earth., 
The environment in heaven in which these awesome events occur is of prime importance. The golden bowls of ​incense which represent the prayers 'of the saints still living in the Earth perfume the air and provide the atmosphere for the release of revelation of the end (verse 8). The song being sung by the elders (the fullness of the church) and which represents the character and content of the prayer incense rising from the Earth speaks of three things:
1) Breaking into the nations (every tribe and tongue and people and nation). 

2) The Church coming into the fullness of its spiritual authority in Christ (kings and priests to our God). 

3) The clear declaration of the dominion spirit of the endtime Church destined to rule and reign in the Earth. The deception of the escape mentality has been broken in the Church.
These three things are indicating the song of the elders around the throne of God and represent the position of the Church in the Earth as the prayer incense rises to spur the Lamb to great endtime movements in heaven. Prayer posi​tions that are required in this season of the Church repre​sent the acquisition of certain mentalities which have been denied the Church through laxness, lack of accurate revela​tion and poor spiritual leadership in the days of the absence of functional apostles and prophets. 
It is in these three general areas that we must pray and establish the mentality of the endtime earthly Church, as we move the Lamb to begin to break the seven seals of the scroll and release the definite movement to the ulti​mate end of all things. 
At the end of the breaking of the seven seals as another phase of the events is about to begin, again we see the atmo​sphere seasoned as it were with the incense prayer of the earthly saints rising like smoke before the throne.
Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. And he was given much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. 
And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, ascended before God from the angel's hand. 

Chapter 46
 Rising Up in Prayer

Luke 6:12-16
It is evident that Jesus had a certain perception and under​standing of the power of prayer, to work effectively in His critical decisions which shaped the future of the Kingdom in the Earth. On the eve of his choice of his apostles he went out into a mountain and prayed all night to God. The sobering thought is that if Jesus, the Son of God Himself, found it necessary to pray and put so much emphasis on the power and efficacy of prayer for Kingdom action, how much more must we emphasize the power and authority of Kingdom shaking prayer. 
One is left to wonder at what exactly he prayed all night long. Perhaps he prayed for God's transformational power in each of the lives he would choose the next day. Maybe He stepped into the future of persecution, suffer​ing, and martyrdom and engaged in warfare with the pow​ers of darkness as he secured the path for each apostle. Perhaps He released the awesome power of the Spirit of God into the many words they would speak in the Earth in many different places, so that the hearts of men would be blasted open by the strength, authority, and conviction of their utterance. Whatever happened in the Spirit on that lonely night on the mountains of Judea, by the next morn​ing, Jesus was clothed with the peace and decisiveness that comes with total accuracy, as He ordained the twelve disci​ples into the first apostles on Earth.
Governmental Prayer Births Apostolic Activity 

Prayer has always birthed apostolic movements and allowed men to enter into the secret depths of God's emerging purpose in the Earth. It seems also that when​ever God is about to birth something of immense impor​tance that He stirs the hearts of men in the Earth to begin to pray mightily.
In Acts 10:3, at the ninth hour of the day, at what could be considered the hour least amenable to intense spiritual activity, Cornelius is visited by God and is catapulted into a spiritual experience which will forever change the param​eters of life for the Gentiles. The awesome announcement by the angel is perhaps the most thrilling message any prayer could ever hear that God has heard the prayer and is now ready to act. When God hears, apostolic movements are born into the Earth, the spirit realm responds with a flurry of activity designed to bring the secret purposes of God near to where we are at, and the excitement of new moves of the Spirit begins in the Earth. 
When Daniel prayed his tremendous prayer, an angel flew to the Earth bringing him assurances that he had been heard and that "skill to understand" was released to him.
And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, "0 Daniel, I have now come forth to give you skill to understand, 

At the beginning of your supplications the command went out, and I have come to tell you, for you are greatly beloved; therefore consider the matter, and understand the vision." 
Daniel 9:22,23
At the beginning of his prayer, he was told a "com​mand went out." This is a clear indicator of the level of the governmental capacity of Daniel's prayer. The response to his prayer is the issuing of a command from God that releases prophetic insight to set the future events of the Earth into an immutable order. 

In this hour when God is once again setting in motion a new season of events that will sweep in the ultimate end of all things, strong prayer must again be released from the Babylon of the Earth to inspire the commands of heaven to 

go out! . 

Chapter 47 
In the Spirit
Revelation 1:9,10
These verses are the doorway to all of the great spiritual revelation of the book. All of the great visions and the revelation of the mind and actions of God taking place in our time, as the ultimate events of God's timetable unfold, would have been locked away from human access unless John had been in the Spirit on that awesome day.
John was on the island of Patmos shut up in the prison of human circumstances, surrounded by every physical evidence of human despair. His situation militated power​fully against any kind of recognition of the spiritual dimen​sion of God. Surrounded by the granite quarries of Pat​mos, dressed in prison rags, probably shackled with chains, the last thought that would have occurred to John was that he was one short prayer away from the greatest spiritual revelation that any man has ever had. Being in the Spirit made the difference. 
In a sense, this is a metaphor for our situation as we build our corporate lifestyle of prayer. We live daily in the midst of the frantic screams and tantrums of the encircling spirit of the world and all the demonic strategies of the enemy, that continuously testify to our spiritual ears that access to the deeper things of God is denied: that our prayer will not birth and cause the purpose of God to pros​per, that to rise and to connect with the awesome plans of God in the midst of prevailing human circumstances is more than our human strength can endure. But our response that devastates the plan and the desperate shouts of our enemy is to be in the Spirit. 
When John was in the Spirit he "heard" the voice of God speaking to him. He "saw" the seven golden candle​sticks. He was spiritually sensitized to sights and sounds beyond the encircling reality of Patmos. He was able to step over into another realm that contained the expressed truth of his situation. He accessed the "essential truth" of the condition of the Earth, that a totally triumphant God was exactly on time, working out his prevailing plan according to eternal, divine dictates. Nothing that the enemy could do in the iron reality of a "Patmos earth" could stop the majestic moving of a Supreme God.
In our governmental prayer we pray daily into this awesome reality. In a sense we "create" purpose that has already been designed from before the foundation of the Earth. In the midst of our Patmos, we move into the Spirit and blast the true reality through into the earth-realm, with "hearing" and "seeing" and "understanding" of a realm denied by our physical senses, but wonderfully appropri​ated by our inner man through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
To be in the Spirit is to be part of the joyful move of prayer. To be in the Spirit is to be creatively forming the purposes of God in the times of the Earth and to prevail. 

Part 9
Prayer That Prevails
Chapter 48
 Prayer That Prevails Part I: Abraham

Genesis 18:16-33
Let us examine the dynamics of prevailing prayer in the lives of several great heroes of the faith. These were men that had the ear of God and knew it with unshakable confidence. The prayers they uttered light up the pathways of the spirit realm and inspire us to strength and confidence in our day. In each of these cases there are principles for success that we can tap into, to make our governmental prayer powerful and just as effective in moving the hand of God and destroying the plan of our invisible spiritual enemies.
The basis of Abraham's authority was that he had access by revelation to the plans and purposes of God. God Himself says that He could not hide his plan from Abraham. This is not forced intrusion but co-operative revelation in Kingdom will. God had a confidence in Abraham that he "shall surely become" all that was planned out for him by God. 
What awesome patterns lie here in these verses to inspire the end-time Church to a more empowered walk with God! If we, by the quality of our human effort in the things of God, and our acceptance and submission to the plan and purposes of the Lord for us, bring to a place of certainty the fact that we will complete the work, then God will hide nothing from us. We will always be informed of the present position of the purpose of God in the Earth. 
In the same way as He did with Abraham, God must have this confidence in us. Great authority in spiritual utterance (prayer) comes when there is a feedback in our spirit from heaven, that God Himself knows that we shall surely become a "great and mighty nation" that has an out​ward looking heart to bless all the nations of the Earth. 

God's knowing is not arbitrary. In verse 19 the word "known" (NKJ) or "chosen" (NIV) means to know, a.) by careful observing and reflective thinking and, b.) by expe​rience. God knows that Abraham has a system in opera​tion to secure the will of God for the future. He commands his children and entire household to keep the way of the Lord and to perform justice and righteousness. Abraham is in the place of revelation, he has a testimony from God and he has put in place a disciplined system of order to make the acquisition of God's promises a sure reality.
It is on this foundation that he wrestles with God and with authority and intimacy, but in a spirit of humility, attempts to adjust the conceived plans of God for the Earth. God is willing to be moved by Abraham. Six times God allows Himself to be moved by the insistent pleas of Abraham but ten righteous cannot be found in Sodom.
It is to this place of authority, influence, and insistent power with God that our governmental prayer must come. 

Prayer That Prevails Part II:
 Moses
Exodus 32:9-14,30-32

Numbers 14:11-20
The key to Moses power with God is found in Exodus 33:11. "The Lord spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend." Their relationship was an open dia​logue based on friendship, not a formal one-way conver​sation. There are four keys to Moses' influence in prayer with God. 
Key 1: He protects God's reputation 

In each of the incidents listed above God reveals His intention to act, and in each case Moses tempers divine intent by lining it up with human perception of God's abil​ity in the Earth. A deep concern in the heart of Moses is the quality of God's reputation in the Earth. He sees him​self as the custodian of the reputation of the Lord:
"Why should the Egyptians speak, and say, 'He brought them out to hann. them, to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth'? Tum from Your fierce wrath, and relent from this harm to Your people." 

Exodus 32:12
He wants God's activity to cause the Egyptians to know that the hand of God is mighty. Our strength to pre​vail in the things of God today must be filled with a real desire to see God's reputation enhanced and increased before the peoples of the Earth.
Key 2: He understood the power of covenant history 

"Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants, to whom You swore by Your own self, and said to them, 'I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven; and all this land that I have spoken of I give to your descen​dants, and they shall inherit it forever. " 
So the LORD relented from the harm which He said He would do to His people. 

Exodus 32:13,14 

"Remember your servants to whom you swore .... " Moses closely identified his position in his day with the flow of the purpose of God through the patriarchal fathers. He was not isolated in the purpose of God; he was part of an integral move of God through the history of the Jewish people.
We prevail with God today because we are part of a continuing flow of purpose to fulfill covenant positions established in the Word of God. The move of God begun in Abraham continues in an unbroken stream in us. This gives us identity and authority here in our day. The Earth must be filled with the glory of God. This is an inevitable future fact and so we are strong in our activity and prayer because God has sworn by Himself. 
Key 3: He knew his place in God's plan
"Yet now, if You will forgive their sin - but if not, I pray, blot me out of Your book which You have written." 

Exodus 32:32 

Moses could move the hand of God by praying "blot me out" because he knew his indispensable place in the unfolding plan of God for the Hebrews. He understood his calling and his usefulness to God. God would protect His investment; Moses' obedience was his value to God. And so we pray from a position of knowing our place in the plan of God in the now. 
Key 4: He knew the character of God 
"The LORD is longsuffering and abundant in mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression; but He by no means clears the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generation."
 Numbers 14:18
God is merciful, fair, just, and full of integrity. He will hear the cry of His people as they call for His purpose in the Earth and will in every case act in line with His ordained will. 

Prayer That Prevails Part III:
 Solomon
2 Chronicles 6:10-42
The basis of Solomon's prayer is "I have filled the position of ~ my father David," and "I have built the temple". He prays out of a manifest apostolic position. Solomon has a powerful prayer position because he stands in the place of fulfilled covenant; God has "both spoken with your mouth and fulfilled with your hand, as it is this day" (verse 15).
The king has a clear understanding that the present situation out of which he prays is the end result of not only the prophetic utterance of God but also the revealed actions of God. God spoke a promise to David and now Solomon stands in the exactitude of the fulfillment of that purpose. The certainty of our location in the revealed and continuing purpose of God gives us great authority in prayer to Him. God will always act in accordance with His word and His purpose. Like Solomon, we can pray, "0 Lord God of Israel, let your word come true." 
A second great foundation of the powerful prayer of Solomon is that he makes the temple the focal point for all the prayer of Israel. Prayer directed toward the temple is guaranteed to move the heart of God "day or night" (verses 20,21). The temple became a symbol for a complete prayer breakthrough and access to God. In every conceivable sit​uation that arose in Israel, if the people prayed toward the temple, God would hear (verses 22-39). His eyes would be open and His ear attentive to the prayer made in or towards the temple (verse 40).
In its application to our time and our spiritual situa​tion today, the temple represents the Body of Christ in the Earth, the Church.
Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?
If anyone defiles the temple of G6d, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are.
 1 Corinthians 3:16,17 

It is the Church we build by apostolic wisdom upon the foundation of Christ (1 Corinthians 3:10-14). Prayer that is directed to God for the body of Christ, with an urgent desire to build up the body and to establish it will penetrate the ear of God. Solomon's apostolic principles are still at work today; in any generation "the builder of the temple" has power to stir the heart of God.
We are temple builders in our day building the body of Christ and establishing the Kingdom. We are fellow builders and fellow workers with God and we pray with the same assurance and the same fervor with the same cer​tainty of access to the ear of God that Solomon the apos​tolic builder experienced in his day. 
When Solomon finished praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of God filled the temple. 

2 Chronicles 7:1 

Prayer That Prevails Part IV:
 Jesus
John 11:41-43
Jesus' breakthrough prayer at the grave of Lazarus is a per​fect example of Jesus operating in the fullness of His anointing. The scriptures are for our example. They provide pat​terns of truth which have been laid down for all time to empower us and to cause us to know the mystery of walking close to God. 
The prayer power of Jesus was not dependent on the length of His prayer. He could break through with a short prayer just as effectively as on the occasions when He prayed through the night. He did not have to fight to gain access to the ear of God. There was nothing in His mental​ity that whispered to Him that access was difficult and restricted. He began to pray with a most wonderful cer​tainty that the ear of God was wide open to Him and that His prayer was sure to be heard.
In fact here, at the tomb of Lazarus, Jesus prays, "Father I thank you that you have heard Me." The incredible truth here that adds tremendous breakthrough power to the mir​acle working prayer of Jesus, is that He operates out of the conviction that His prayers are already decoded by His Father in heaven even before they are uttered by His mouth on Earth. Father has already heard and is ready to act even before Jesus prays!
His prayer then is not a struggle to be heard, but a signal to heaven that the fore-ordained process in the will of God may now begin. In fact Jesus says that part of the reason He prays aloud in this instance, thanking God for the answer, is to bring a strong conviction to the hearts of the hearers so that they might believe. His prayer triggers faith in the heart of man and signals heaven that the answer should now be released.
1 John 5:14,15 says that if we ask according to His will that we are heard. God has already willed breakthrough answers for us in our governmental prayer across the nations of the Earth and in the affairs of our local churches. We must operate in everything that we do and in every prayer that we pray with this firm conviction. Break​through answers are already stored in the heavens. Our prevailing prayer signals heaven that these may now be released. We are heard because we are in His will. If we know that He hears us, then we know that we possess answers to the petitions that we have asked of Him. 

Part 10

The Church, the Nations, 
and the End of the Age

Chapter 49
Prevailing for the National Church
Daniel 9
The greatness of Daniel lies in the fact that all that we see written in his great book of prophetic utterance and rev​elation was received while he was in bondage and captivity in the land of Babylon. Political and environmental circum​stances did not prevent Daniel from accessing God. In fact, in Daniel Chapter 6, when he was threatened by demonic forces that tried to extinguish his vibrant faith, it was then that he rose up with greater force and effectiveness. By his own spiritual strength and forceful prayer activity he turned an oppressive situation into fertile ground in the spirit realm.
Daniel responded to the power of revelation. For him revelation was not only to edify his understanding, but it provided him with a platform for action. In Daniel 9:2, he "understood by books ... " the true reality of the situation and he "set" his face to pray to a conclusion. Revelation demanded human response in Daniel's day and also in ours. All true revelation is for function.
"The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but those things which are revealed belong to us and to our chil​dren forever, that we may do all the words of this law." 

Deuteronomy 29:29 
A prophetic release from God enables us to come to a more effective level of functioning in His purpose. The prophetic impartation is the inner equipping of the spirit. 

His understanding did not make him exclusive but propelled him into a compassion for his people and caused him to occupy a place of responsibility for the condition of the nation of Israel. He even makes himself responsible for events which happened even outside of his own time. 
"0 Lord, righteousness belongs to You, but to us shame of face, as it is this day - to the men of judah, to the inhab​itants of Jerusalem and all Israel, those near and those far off in all the countries to which You have driven them, because of the unfaithfulness which they have committed against You. 

Daniel 9:7
The great sin is the refusal to hear the word of God through the prophets. The prophetic impact upon the nation and the Church has been rejected by the people. God has judged the people but they have been struck in their ignorance. But now with the clarity of the situation in his mind, Daniel, in the midst of a situation of captivity becomes the voice for the nation before God. This is a place of true governmental prayer, based on revelation, flowing in compassion, and established in responsibility.
Daniel's pattern endures today and is relevant to us as the Church as the Daniel Example is brought to our heart and our understanding. We must stand in responsibility for the national church, confessing as Daniel did the sins of ignorance and of rejection of the current declarations of the Word of the Lord to the people. This is the requirement upon us as prayer houses raise up in revelation under​standing, corporate compassion, and mature responsibility to release accurate governmental prayer to the heavens. 

Chapter 50
Prayer Power for the Harvest 
Part I:

Quality of Vision
John 4:34-38

Jesus said that His food (the thing that functioned at the core of His motivation) was to do the will of the Father who sent Him and to bring the work to absolute comple​tion. Jesus is our attitudinal and motivational example. Everything that He was on the Earth in His flesh, was recorded to provide us with an alternative and absolutely correct substitute for the false patterns of human thinking in the world system.
As a praying church our level of motivation and the direction of our desire must be evaluated and be made totally right. Like Jesus, our food is to do the will of the One that called us into existence and expects great things of us. We must not disappoint Him; we must fin​ish the work.
Finishing a work is a wonderful thing. As we pray we realize that we are involved in a "work" for and with God. We are God's fellow workers (1 Corinthians 3:9). Someday there will be a conclusion to this work we are involved in, but until then we are excited as we discern even more clearly with each passing day, the developing shape and challenge of the thing ordained by God before the foundation of the world. 
The advice from Jesus is this: "Do not say there are still four months ... ; He says to us that we should lift up our eyes and see that the fields are already white for har​vest. Entering the great harvest demands a reshaped mental​ity that does not operate according to the systems of percep​tion of the world order. We must perceive the end and lay hold of the finish outside of the structures of natural cycles of life. In other words, we must develop prophetic vision. We are thrust into a realm of reality and spiritual activity that seems advanced compared to where our human thinking tells us we are. We cannot wait four months; the fields are already white. 
Great governmental prayer must proceed out of this prophetically activated mentality. Our prayer is effecting mighty work and massive victory. We are already engaged in the world harvest. The nations for which we pray are already impacted by the power of our faith.
The authority of our prayer position today erupts out of the realization that we are fulfilling in our day activity that was started long ago by the great patriarchs of the faith. We are reaping what others have sowed; we are an intrinsic part of a great cycle of God-inspired activity that is finding its completion in our day. Both the sower and the reaper must rejoice together. We are the completion of the cycle. What Abraham and the brethren of old started we are completing. It is an unbroken line of faith and action in the Earth. We have entered into their labors. 
The pattern of our prayer over the harvest in the nations is filled with this certified assurance of great faith. Our authority is irresistible because it represents the weight of many generations. It penetrates to maximum power because it is only the final part of a cycle that is implacable as the natural harvest cycle of sowing and reaping in the Earth. 

Prayer Power for the Harvest 
Part II:
Being Sent Out
Matthew 9:35-38
To truly enter into harvest activity there must first be a vision of the reality of the world. Jesus saw the multi​tudes and He was moved with compassion because He per​ceived their true condition. They were without leadership; they were frustrated and harassed.
If our prayer is to be powerful and remain effective and strong there must be two necessary things: 
• First we must have discerned accurately the con​dition of our time. We must know the season of the Earth (Matthew 16: 2-3). We must know from the Word of God that the key to the future of the planet is the unfolding of the Kingdom of God in the Earth. Daniel Chapter 2 tells us of the inevitable victory of the conquering Kingdom of God which moves in direct conflict with the empires of the Earth and the systems of the world. 
" And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever." 

Daniel 2:44
• Second we must have a Christ-patterned response. 

Jesus was moved with compassion. The Greek word means "to be moved as to one's inwards." That indicates a deep spirit-centered commitment to care about the condition of a thing or a person.
Then, Jesus said, effective prayer can be made that God would send out laborers. Send is "ekballo": to drive, expel, pluck, thrust, pull with force towards. Our prayer for the harvest releases violent spiritual activity from God to fill the field with, not idlers, but laborers.
This sending or driving forcefully out is a sending into the purposes of God, for God sends out laborers into His harvest, not into our own idea-fields, or whim-programmes, or the frivolous religious activity of the flesh. This is the interaction of heaven's plan with Earth's spirit​ual work-force and it is activated by the forceful prayer of sending. 

Chapter 51
Principles for the Harvest
Matthew 9:37,38
We are instructed by Jesus to pray that the Lord of the Harvest would send out laborers into the harvest. The word, "send" here means "to drive out with violent force, to compel." God is literally mounting an invasion of the end​time Earth. The momentum for the invasion is the govern​mental prayer of the aware, obedient Church. Too few recog​nize that the end-times must be assaulted by a rampant Church. The laborers regrettably are few.
The harvest represents the multitudes of people in the nations to which the Word of God must be declared, but the harvest also represents the mentalities and the structure of life which the Bible calls "the end of the age" (Matthew 13:39). In the harvest God is not only directing the gospel of the Kingdom with mercy and compassion to the multi​tudes who are like sheep without a shepherd, but He is also bringing clarity and refinement to the Kingdom itself. He is gathering out of His kingdom all things that offend and those who practice lawlessness (Matthew 13: 41).
But what are the general biblical principles of harvest-time? In the Proverbs, harvest is a time of gathering (Proverbs 6:8), watchfulness (Proverbs 10:5) and reward for those who have been diligent (Proverbs 20:4). In Isaiah, the harvest is a time of great expressed joy, deliverance, and broken yokes: 
You have multiplied the nation and increased its joy; they rejoice before You according to the joy of harvest, as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 

For You have broken the yoke of his burden and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. 

Isaiah 9:3,4
In Deuteronomy, the law for the harvest given to the people by God through Moses was that the harvest must be reaped with a great spirit of mercy and compassion. 

"When you reap your harvest in your field, and forget a sheaf in the field., you shall not go back to get it; it shall be for the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands.
When you beat your olive trees, you shall not go over the boughs again; it shall be for the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow. 

When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you shall not glean it afterward; it shall be for the stranger, the father​less, and the widow.
And you shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore I command you to do this thing." 

Deuteronomy 24:19-22
There is a spirit of the harvest. The Israelites could not reap with a mind for personal gain, selfishness, or con​tempt for those who had less than they themselves pos​sessed. They were commanded to remember the days of their own servitude and dispossession and so the days of harvest were times of caring, remembrance, humility, and mercy.
Joshua, led the people through Jordan's overflowing banks in the time of harvest.
So it was, when the people set out from their camp to cross over the Jordan, with the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the people, 
and as those who bore the ark came to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests who bore the ark dipped in the edge of the water (for the Jordan overflows all its banks during the whole time of harvest). 

Joshua 3:14,15 
God brought them out from the dry wilderness into a time of plenty. Harvest to these people of crossing and transition meant the actuality of coming into what had only been spoken by the fathers and promised by Moses. In Joshua, at the time of the harvest crossing, all promises were actualized and manifested.
The book of Ruth, is a wonderful book of the awe​some events of the harvest. Here the empty are filled and the bitter lives made sweet. Boaz (a picture of Christ) at last finds the perfect bride. Ruth is a picture of the Church. It is a time of honorable manhood, of exact protocol, and divine order. It is the season of a Kingdom society func​tioning without conflict according to law as Boaz and the close relative exchange sandals to perfect the redemption of Ruth. It is a time filled with generosity, protection, nur​turing, hope, and corporate rejoicing over the blessings of others. It is the day of harvest. 
In Matthew 10, Jesus began to send out apostolic peo​ple into the harvest. All of these principles are pictures of the emerging mentalities, understandings, and positions of the 21st century Apostolic Church as we pray that He would send and as we ourselves are driven by the Spirit into the harvest. 

Chapter 52
 Remembering

the House of the Lord
Psalm 122
This psalm is definitely not about just going to church on a Sunday morning; David is not defining some religious position. The cry rising from the assembled people saying "Let us go into the house of the Lord" brings joy to the king's heart because it represents a prophetic position being taken by the people. 
This cry represents an achieved corporate prophetic state in the house of Israel. Their feet have been standing within the gates of Jerusalem (verse 1). This is the position taken by Jeremiah: 
"Stand in the gate of the LORD'S house, and proclaim there this word, and say, 'Hear the word of the LORD, all you of Judah who enter in at these gates to worship the LORD!'" 

Jeremiah 7:2 

He stands in the gates to declare a prophetic decree. All the people entering in at the gates at the time of wor​ship, and seeing a position being taken at the gates at that hour knew that God was about to prophetically speak to His people. 
This Is A Psalm of Ascents 

The word is "ma'aloth" (Hebrew): going up. It repre​sents a declaration made when the people journeyed up to the Temple. In the spirit it represents positions taken when we prophetically ascend into the will, purpose, and pres​ence of God. It indicates approved attitudes and patterns of understanding that make our approach to His presence vital and powerful.
Isaiah spoke of such powerful songs of ascents.
You shall have a song as in the night when a holy fes​tival is kept, and gladness of heart as when one goes with a flute, to come into the mountain of the LORD, to the Mighty One of Israel. 

Isaiah 30:29
Here the song of the night is lifted as the people ascend to the mountain of the Lord with the sound of the flute and with gladness of heart during the holy festival. It is not just simply a prophetic song of corporate joy. It releases awesome powerful movements of the Lord in judgement and anger against illegal governmental posi​tions in the heavens. Here Assyria (representing satanic stronghold positions) is "beaten down" to the sound of music and singing: 
For through the voice of the LORD Assyria will be beaten down, as He strikes with the rod. 

And in every place where the staff of punishment passes, which the LORD lays on him, it will be with tam​bourines and harps; and in battles of brandishing He will fight with It, 

Isaiah 30:31,32
It is in the midst of all this that the thrones of judge​ment are set up. The word "judgement" indicates "the deciding of a case or matter," "the procedure of coming to a final decision." The church standing prophetically in the gates, moving to high spiritual places in the declaration of ascents, is a place where the judgements of God (the final decisions of the matters of the Earth) are released. 

Jerusalem represents the Church. The psalmist says "Pray for the peace of Jerusalem." Pray: (shah-ahl) (Hebrew): to inquire, to access information, to demand. It is not the usual word used for "pray" in the Old Testament. This is position of every governmental assembly. We must be concerned and inquiring about the state of the Church.
We must ask: "Is the Church truly standing in the gates?"; "ls the Church fulfilling its governmental role in the earth?" We must make that prophetic declaration over the great global Church: "Peace be within you!" Peace: "shalom" (Hebrew): divine order, correctness, the fullness of all the blessing and presence of God, the ability to exe​cute the perfect will of God to the fullest. 

Let us pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 
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